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You may never understand

How the stranger is inspired

For he is not always evil

And he is not always wrong…
· Billy Joel

by James O'Rance

Red Sunset

Ambrosio Luis Moncada

Archbishop of Madrid, Clan Lasombra

Nature: Fanatic - your life is directed by a cause.

Demeanor: Bravo - you seem to enjoy the fear of others.

Background: As the archbishop responsible for Madrid's largest abbey, you once held considerable power over the nobles of the city - indeed the country - through the numbers of their bastard sons who were inducted into the holy orders in your diocese. Through blackmail and extortion, you used your access to these illegitimates to control their mothers and fathers, influencing the warring states that would eventually form a unified Spain. Duels were fought, wars lost and won, and many, many estates turned over to the Holy Mother Church at your demand.

This dabbling in the affairs of the powerful caught the attention of the vampires of the Lasombra clan. They were very impressed by your talents and audacity, and decided that you were destined to become one of them. Protected by your faith in God and the monastery walls, you avoided being Embraced by the Lasombra for over a decade - the longest anyone has ever evaded such an honour.

Once you finally became Lasombra, however, you learned that the clan - and the Kindred sect called the Sabbat which it rules - are fighting to oppose an ancient evil called the Antediluvians. These are ancient vampires who wish to devour their descendants, and manipulate the world through an oppressive organisation called the Camarilla. You decided that the ends justified the means, and threw yourself into the Sabbat's holy crusade.

You had disciples and proteges in every monastery in the Iberian Peninsula, which you Embraced. In no time the great abbeys and nunneries were riddled with Lasombra, all devout yet devoted to the Sabbat as well as God. Shielded from lesser Kindred and insidious Infernalists by faith in God, you and your childer plotted the course of western Europe. Some say that the Sabbat's structure is modelled on the Church as a tribute to you - nonsense of course.

All good things come to an end, however, and Spain's power eventually waned. The potency of the monasteries diminished as well, and you found yourself holding strings with no mortal puppets attached. It was then that you truly turned your attention to the Jyhad against the Antediluvians. You convinced the other elders of the Sabbat to move their base of power to the New World. It was your pawns - including Pizarro, Cortez, De Leon, and Balboa - that opened up the New World for Spanish and Portuguese expansion. The conquistadors also defeated the Godless barbarians, even without you there to command them. There was some Camarilla opposition from the Brujah and Gangrel in Central America, but now Mexico City is home to over 200 Sabbat; North America was only lost to the Camarilla due to a Sabbat feud with the arrogant Tzimisce clan. But despite these successes, you chose to remain in Madrid.

Today your childer and grandchilder control the Lasombra, and your voice carries as much weight as a Cardinal of the Sabbat. However, you are starting to worry about the price you will pay for your sins. The supernatural power that you have over shadows seems to spring from a black abyss in your soul, and your past deeds have been returning to eat away at your faith. The ends no longer seem to justify the means. What accounting will God demand for your sins?

You have been meeting with a Salubri soul-healer named Stephan, who recommended that you seek acceptance of your true nature and peace within your soul. Stephan spoke of mysterious Kindred named the Children of Osiris, who might be able to use their mystical powers to set your mind at rest. Unfortunately, Stephan has disappeared before you could learn more. The Tremere clan of the Camarilla are well known for hating the Salubri and nearly wiping the entire clan out of existence; perhaps they are responsible for Stephan's sudden disappearance.

The crisis that the Sunset Plague represents has caught you between two equally unpleasant possibilities. If this is a sign that the Antediluvians truly are returning to devour all Kindred, then you must support the Sabbat and destroy the camarilla before it damns all Kindred. On the other hand, this may be the Second Coming of Christ written of in the Book of Revelations. If so, you must cleanse your soul or be eternally damned...
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Allies

· Elizabeth Bathory - Bathory is a Cardinal of the Sabbat, and more influential even than you. She is also an elder of the Tzimisce clan, who was imprisoned inside of a brick wall for many years and has gone insane. Although she is a powerful ally and totally devoted to fighting the Antediluvians, she is also unstable.

· Lenka - An assassin of the Black Hand, the Sabbat's specially trained army against the Camarilla and Inconnu. Lenka is a clanless vampire, but has joined with other Caitiff to form a new "clan" called the Panders. She is worthy of some respect, but ultimately expendable.

· Murat - A Nosferatu of the Camarilla. Murat seems to be dissatisfied with the Camarilla, and will spy for you in return for your protection.

Enemies

· Democritus - The Ventrue Justicar, Democritus rules the camarilla in all but name. Or does he? You suspect that he takes his orders from someone higher - perhaps an Inconnu, or even an Antediluvian. In any case, he is a powerful enemy.

· Constanza Vinti - The Brujah Prince of Rome. Unlike most of his clan, Vinti fights tooth and claw to support his precious Camarilla. He cannot be brought to the Sabbat's ideology, thus he must be destroyed.

· Don Cruez - Another bothersome Brujah. Unlike Vinti, this Justicar has no real love for the Camarilla - unfortunately, he hates the Sabbat more. Don Cruez fought Sabbat expansion into Mexico, and he will fight the Sabbat here.
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