DOCTOR HARL LAARSBROCKE





CHARACTER DESCRIPTION :


	Before his death the Marquis had sent word to the capital requesting a good doctor attend his wife in childbirth.  Clearly the Doctor has arrived.  Even though he is Dutch, Doctor Laarsbrocke is immaculately dressed and very well spoken.  His every gesture inspires confidence in his medical skills - he is such a precise and clever man and it is reassuring to have him around.  At the age of fifty six, Doctor Laarsbrocke is a distinguished looking man - reserved and pious.  Hence the lie about being a doctor of medicine does not sit well with him but it is no doubt more palatable to these people than the truth. 





HISTORY :


	Harl is a Doctor of Theology, he has merely let everyone assume he is a medical doctor.  He was born in Holland and became a priest when he was only thirteen.  When he was sixteen he went to Rome to study and excelled in this.  He is one of the most respected theologians in Europe but he refuses to sit and study alone.  Ten years ago he had a vision of the evil that is destroying God's world - the plague of witchcraft.  He sought and received the blessing of the Holy Father in Rome to join the crusade - the Holy War - against the witches.  Armed with his Maleus Malificarum, Harl is ready to take on any evil that dares to raise its ugly head.  And in this last decade Harl has seen many and varied types of evil -  he has helped unearth dozens of witches and had them burned at the stake.  However, even though he is doing God's work, Harl has found that sometimes there are others around the witches who do not appreciate his work - this is probably because they are in league with the evil.  But he has learned that sometimes secrecy works best.


	So here he is in Foucault, which by all accounts is a hot bed of Satanism and unearthly traffickings.  He has been sent by the Church to root out the plague of evil flourishing in this part of Normandy - he has heard reports of witches, werewolves, magic and general Godlessness.  Upon his arrival he was mistaken for the doctor for whom they are waiting.  The Marquis, prior to his death, sent for a doctor to tend his wife who is in a delicate, womanly condition.  It is convenient that Harl can assume this role while he searches for evil here in Foucault.  He hopes the woman does not do anything too rash, as he does not have the first idea about such things.





PERSONALITY :


The Holy Book says "Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live" - this is the credo you live by.  All women are potential witches - they are all set upon the path to Hell, only some of them are closer to the black gates than others.   You offer them redemption through fire and the Will of God.  If they do not want redemption then you bring them death.  It is all they deserve.





OBJECTIVES :


1. Find any sign of witchcraft and those responsible





2. Find out if there were any suspicious circumstances  to the death of the Marquis - it may have been the work of Dark Forces.





3.  Hide your identity for as long as possible - it is easier to get people to confess to things if they don't know you are a witchhunter.





THE AREA OF FOUCAULT





	Nestled peacefully in the wooded south region of Normandy, Foucault is a picturesque area with a small village and a long and often dark history.   There have always been whisperings of evil doings in the woods around the town and even the least suspicious of the locals will not go out  near the woods at night.  Lately the whispers have become stronger - there are tales of witchcraft and sacrifices in amongst the brooding pine trees.  Most disturbingly, the wolves seem to be particularly bold this year - there have been a number of cattle and sheep killed and savaged  over the last few months.  The new priest, Father Armand, who has only been in Foucault for eight months, has called upon the congregation to unite in prayer and all will be well.


	 There are three noble families in the area - the de Chalons, de Montpezat and d'Trarieux-Bourget.  The de Chalons family are the oldest but they have recently fallen on hard times, with the loss of the family estates due to the former Count's gambling extravagances.  The estates were sold off to the Marquis d'Trarieux-Bourget only two  years ago at the death of Compte Guillaume de Chalons.   His wife, their four daughters and their son, Guillaume, were forced to move into the gameskeeper's cottage, where they remain.  


	The young Marquis Louis de Montpezat has recently died, after contracting a fever while hunting on his estates.  His widow, Prudence, is pregnant but if the child is a girl the estate will devolve to either the Church or the Crown.  


	The area around Foucault is currently being terrorised by a daring highwayman, who is known only as Cunning Jacques.  He has robbed a number of carriages as they pass by on their way to Paris, but he has harmed no-one and of some young ladies has demanded not their jewels but a kiss.  He has eluded all attempts of capture and has become quite a romantic hero, amongst the ladies.


	The people are loyal to the King, but also to the Church.  There is little political intrigue in Foucault as that occurs mainly in Paris.  Out here, most see the King as their temporal Lord and the Cardinal as their spiritual  Lord, as the representative of the Pope and hence, of God.    To most there is no conflict in this.





KNOWLEDGE OF OTHER CHARACTERS





MARQUISE PRUDENCE de MONTPEZAT - widow of the marquis  


	The Marquis Louis de Montpezat has chosen a most inopportune time to die.  His lovely, young English wife is pregnant with their only child and if it is a daughter his estates will pass to either the Church or the State, as there will be no heir.  The Marquise,  Prue, is an English rose of only eighteen; she is sweet and well spoken and is liked by many, despite her appalling accent.  She is kind natured and gentle - the recent loss of her husband has made her rather withdrawn and there are fears for her health. 





BRIGADIER RUPERT BRUMFIELD - the widow's brother    


	A staunch believer in all that is English,  Rupert doesn't like the French (or the Spanish, or the Dutch, or any other bally foreigners for that matter) and he thinks Prudence would have been better off marrying a decent English chappie.  He is a slightly paunchy, retired army Brigadier. He was wounded during service in the "Thirty Years War" and has a gammy leg.  He is only thirty nine.  He has a tendency to get very red in the face and start spluttering indignantly whenever he feels some insult is being offered to the glory of England. His intolerable English arrogance has not endeared him to anyone in France. 





ANTOINE d'AUVERGNE - the King's cousin and the Royal treasurer


	One of the most powerful and influential men in the land, Antoine is his cousin, the King's, major financial adviser.  He is a largely unimpressive man, aged thirty three, and many of the gossips claim that the only possible explanation for his rise to power is his close family tie to the King.  He has a vast personal wealth and his sole indulgence seems to be his collection of miniature paintings, which is the largest in France. 





MELISANDE la VERGAREN - the King's mistress


	A beautiful noblewoman who is about twenty five. It is common knowledge that Melisande has been the King's favourite for almost seven years, and therein lies the problem.  Although none would dare be so indiscrete as to suggest to her that, due to her age, she has fallen from his favour, he has sent her away from Court and the court gossips have been quick to spread the  rumours that he has cast more than one amorous glance at the young daughters of the Compte de Ferrat.





GABRIEL FEUGERE - King's Musketeer  


	One of the Kings Musketeers, he has the reputation of being quick to anger but he is also an excellent pastry chef.  He is still quite young, only twenty seven, and quite popular at court. Unfortunately, the years he spent in the cut-throat cooking industry have scarred Gabriel - he is quick to anger and ruthless when fighting.  It is rumoured that his companions have often had to drag him off opponents before he killed them in his blind rage. 





GERARD DESCADEILLAS - King's Musketeer  


	The oldest of the Musketeers and renowned as the most sensible.  He keeps the others in line.  He is given to melancholic brooding at times and espouses views that have little faith in the constancy of women - he is something of a misogynist.  





VISCOMPTE JEAN-PIERRE de LABOUISSE-FORTAR - King's Musketeer  


	The youngest son of the Compte Rene de Labouisse-Fortar and Princess Ingrid of Austria, Jean-Pierre is likeable and rowdy, if perhaps a little vain.  He is a cousin of the Queen of France and he does not let anyone forget it. He is always splendidly dressed and maintains a string of mistresses and, with his meagre Musketeer allowance supplemented by his indulgent parents, he leads an extravagant life.  He is known for his bawdy wit and his week long carouses.





MARQUIS PHILLIPPE d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - neighbour  


	The fabulously wealthy lord of the neighbouring Marque to the de Montpezat estates.  He is respected because of his wealth, but not trusted or liked.  He is seen as a ruthless man, driven by his desire for wealth.  He has no respect for anyone else, especially not his family and it is common gossip that the marriage is not a happy one. Since he treats his relatives as chattels, this is hardly surprising. 





BLANCHE d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - Phillippe's wife  


	As the long suffering wife of the Marquis, Blanche is considered a figure of tragedy.  She is devoted to her family and to the Church and is well respected by all.  Her health has been failing her recently and she is not often seen in public, except to attend Church.





MATHIEU d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - Phillippe's son  


	A young and idealistic man, Mathieu has often been criticised in public by his father for being so impractical and foolish with money.  He has told everyone of how he longs for the excitement of the King's Court and he would no doubt be popular there - being young, charming and handsome.





'FLEUR' GRENCHEN VON STIMPFSTEIGL - Phillippe's ward


	This young woman recently arrived at the Marquis's chalet from her home in Austria.  Despite her terrible Germanic accent she appears to be quite charming and no-one is quite sure why she is the Marquis's ward.  One would think that a ward would cause expenses, so although rumour has it that 'Fleur', (Grenchen is such an ugly name), is the Marquis's cousin, his motives are unclear. 





VISCOMPTE GUILLAUME de CHALONS - young dispossessed noble


	This young man's father was a Count of estates near those of the Marquis d'Trarieux-Bourget.  After his father's death Guillaume discovered that his father had gambled heavily and was deeply in debt to the Marquis and other nobles.  Guillaume had no choice but to sell, to the Marquis, his ancestral home and all his estates except for the gamekeeper's cottage where he now resides with his elderly mother and two of his four sisters.  All debts were settled but little wealth remains. Only recently Guillaume was forced to sell his beloved horse and hounds, to afford a dowry for one of his sisters.  He is well liked, although he tends to be a little distant and his noble pride means he takes offence at any perceived slight.  He is very reclusive and hardly ever seen.





CLAUDETTE de CHALONS - Lady in Waiting to Prudence


	The youngest daughter of the deChalons family and Guillaume's sister. The family had lost all its land after the death of their father and there were many rumours just over a year ago that the Marquis Louis de Montpezat was going to marry Claudette and thus save the family from its poverty. These rumours stopped when he married the English lady, Prudence Brumfield. Claudette was hired instead as a lady-in-waiting to the new Marquise, which surprised the local gossips.





CORNELIUS LOCKE - English Royalist  


	An outspoken, dashing and cavalier supporter of the English royal family.  The recent beheading of King Charles by the supporters of the self styled "Lord Protector" of England, Oliver Cromwell, has thrown the nobility of England into disarray and many have fled to France. Cornelius has told tales of the heroic escape of some members of the royal family, but he has said nothing as to the fate of the heir, or indeed, now, the King, Charles II.  The Royalists have caused quite a sensation at the court of King Louis XIII and the mystery that surrounds Cornelius's presence at the de Montpezat estates has only added to his romantic charm. Cornelius epitomises the "cavaliers" who have remained loyal to the King of England -he is well dressed, charming, witty, hedonistic yet brave and a brilliant swordsman.  





MOTHER HOPI - midwife


	The village midwife and a mysterious foreigner, even though she has lived in the village for about twenty years.  She is wise in the ways of herbs and simples and tends to all the women in the area when they are to give birth.  Before his death, the Marquis de Montpezat had sent for a doctor to tend his young wife.  Despite this, and the recent arrival of Doctor Laarsbrocke, Mother Hopi has apparently taken up residence at the de Montpezat estates to care for Prudence and oversee the birth.  Since there was real fear of her husband's tragic death hastening Prudence's childbirth no-one has denied the midwife, but with the doctor here now, that may change. She is, after all, only a peasant woman.





FATHER ARMAND - local priest


	The young priest is not a local, he was trained in a seminary in Paris and comes from a good family in Brittany.  He has been priest here for only eight months, coming after the death of old Father Jean-Luc at the age of eighty seven.  He has brought a good many new city ways with him, such as visiting ladies for scripture classes.  Still, at least his sermons are more exciting than Father Jean-Luc's were towards the end.  





LORD MINCE - Cardinal's Blade  


	This Blade is dashing and mysterious since he wears a mask at all times.  He has hinted that the reason for this is so as not to upset his family but many rumours have circulated including the suspicion that he is actually a lawless rogue who robs from the rich and fails to give to the poor.  Or perhaps he is really the King, using the disguise of being a Cardinal's Blade to observe his subjects.  There must be some dark secret behind the mask.





ERROL RATHBONE - Cardinal's Blade


	A Blade of dubious repute, Errol is rumoured to be debauched and unscrupulous. He is of English origin. There are some who say he was once a pirate on the Barbary Coast and many who wonder why such a man works for the Church.  He is, however, very dashing and debonair and he has a sort of wicked charm.  He is only twenty five, but he has led a full life and a hard one and his eyes are a little hard and sometimes cruel as a result.





ETTIENNE BOSSUET - lawyer


	A serious, young man Ettienne is clearly destined for greatness.  He is a lawyer in the employ of the Catholic Church, who has been sent along to resolve any problems with the inheritance of the de Montpezat estates. He is not a priest, although he seems to behave like one.      


�
LORD MINCE - Cardinal's Blade  


CHARACTER DESCRIPTION :


	This Blade is dashing and mysterious since he wears a mask at all times.  He has hinted that the reason for this is so as not to upset his family but many rumours have circulated including the suspicion that he is actually a lawless rogue who robs from the rich and fails to give to the poor.  Or perhaps he is really the King, using the disguise of being a Cardinal's Blade to observe his subjects.  There must be some dark secret behind the mask.





HISTORY :


	Lord Mince is not French at all, but Spanish - his real name is Carlos de la Rado Kristov (this is one reason for the mask). The other is that he is also a most notorious good time boy,  Muffy and it was agreed that it would be harmful to the reputation of the Cardinal's Blades in general if it was known that one of their number was such an outrageous homosexual. 


	Until recently Muffy was in the navy.  Then tragedy struck. His one true love, Raoul, was killed in a naval battle, when Muffy's ship, The Lace Doily, sunk. He has not gotten over it. He decided to give up sailing and joined, incognito, the Cardinal's Blades.     


	He rode to Foucault, on the orders of the Cardinal, but he came alone, not wishing to associate with Errol and the lawyer, Ettienne. They have been sent by the Cardinal as the Marquis, who has recently died, promised the land to the Church on his deathbed. He was planning on donning his mask and disguise once he was near the de Montpezat estates.  Before he got there he was overcome with grief at the sight of the lovely pastures and woods of Foucault - a sight he would never share with his beloved Raoul.  He was approached as he wept by an old woman who asked him what he longed for.  He told her and she said he could bring Raoul's spirit back, but that he would have to do something for her.  He agreed, and she muttered something and cast powders about her and said it was done.  When he asked where was his Raoul, she replied that he would have taken over someone's body and that Muffy must find out who.  Just when Muffy would have questioned her further a carriage escorted by Musketeers passed along the road and he hid his face from them.  When he looked again, the old woman had gone.  





PERSONALITY :


Tear a tissue





OBJECTIVES :





1. Find Raoul, if necessary by questioning Hopi, the old woman, further





2. Keep your secret identity a secret, despite everything.





3.  Do your duty as a Cardinal's Blade and try to beat the Musketeers at anything they attempt





THE AREA OF FOUCAULT





	Nestled peacefully in the wooded south region of Normandy, Foucault is a picturesque area with a small village and a long and often dark history.   There have always been whisperings of evil doings in the woods around the town and even the least suspicious of the locals will not go out  near the woods at night.  Lately the whispers have become stronger - there are tales of witchcraft and sacrifices in amongst the brooding pine trees.  Most disturbingly, the wolves seem to be particularly bold this year - there have been a number of cattle and sheep killed and savaged  over the last few months.  The new priest, Father Armand, who has only been in Foucault for eight months, has called upon the congregation to unite in prayer and all will be well.


	 There are three noble families in the area - the de Chalons, de Montpezat and d'Trarieux-Bourget.  The de Chalons family are the oldest but they have recently fallen on hard times, with the loss of the family estates due to the former Count's gambling extravagances.  The estates were sold off to the Marquis d'Trarieux-Bourget only two  years ago at the death of Compte Guillaume de Chalons.   His wife, their four daughters and their son, Guillaume, were forced to move into the gameskeeper's cottage, where they remain.  


	The young Marquis Louis de Montpezat has recently died, after contracting a fever while hunting on his estates.  His widow, Prudence, is pregnant but if the child is a girl the estate will devolve to either the Church or the Crown.  


	The area around Foucault is currently being terrorised by a daring highwayman, who is known only as Cunning Jacques.  He has robbed a number of carriages as they pass by on their way to Paris, but he has harmed no-one and of some young ladies has demanded not their jewels but a kiss.  He has eluded all attempts of capture and has become quite a romantic hero, amongst the ladies.


	The people are loyal to the King, but also to the Church.  There is little political intrigue in Foucault as that occurs mainly in Paris.  Out here, most see the King as their temporal Lord and the Cardinal as their spiritual  Lord, as the representative of the Pope and hence, of God.    To most there is no conflict in this.





KNOWLEDGE OF OTHER CHARACTERS





MARQUISE PRUDENCE de MONTPEZAT - widow of the marquis  


	The Marquis Louis de Montpezat has chosen a most inopportune time to die.  His lovely, young English wife is pregnant with their only child and if it is a daughter his estates will pass to either the Church or the State, as there will be no heir.  The Marquise,  Prue, is an English rose of only eighteen; she is sweet and well spoken and is liked by many, despite her appalling accent.  She is kind natured and gentle - the recent loss of her husband has made her rather withdrawn and there are fears for her health. 


BRIGADIER RUPERT BRUMFIELD - the widow's brother    


	A staunch believer in all that is English,  Rupert doesn't like the French (or the Spanish, or the Dutch, or any other bally foreigners for that matter) and he thinks Prudence would have been better off marrying a decent English chappie.  He is a slightly paunchy, retired army Brigadier. He was wounded during service in the "Thirty Years War" and has a gammy leg.  He is only thirty nine.  He has a tendency to get very red in the face and start spluttering indignantly whenever he feels some insult is being offered to the glory of England. His intolerable English arrogance has not endeared him to anyone in France. 





ANTOINE d'AUVERGNE - the King's cousin and the Royal treasurer


	One of the most powerful and influential men in the land, Antoine is his cousin, the King's, major financial adviser.  He is a largely unimpressive man, aged thirty three, and many of the gossips claim that the only possible explanation for his rise to power is his close family tie to the King.  He has a vast personal wealth and his sole indulgence seems to be his collection of miniature paintings, which is the largest in France. 





MELISANDE la VERGAREN - the King's mistress


	A beautiful noblewoman who is about twenty five. It is common knowledge that Melisande has been the King's favourite for almost seven years, and therein lies the problem.  Although none would dare be so indiscrete as to suggest to her that, due to her age, she has fallen from his favour, he has sent her away from Court and the court gossips have been quick to spread the  rumours that he has cast more than one amorous glance at the young daughters of the Compte de Ferrat.





GABRIEL FEUGERE - King's Musketeer  


	One of the Kings Musketeers, he has the reputation of being quick to anger but he is also an excellent pastry chef.  He is still quite young, only twenty seven, and quite popular at court. Unfortunately, the years he spent in the cut-throat cooking industry have scarred Gabriel - he is quick to anger and ruthless when fighting.  It is rumoured that his companions have often had to drag him off opponents before he killed them in his blind rage. 





GERARD DESCADEILLAS - King's Musketeer  


	The oldest of the Musketeers and renowned as the most sensible.  He keeps the others in line.  He is given to melancholic brooding at times and espouses views that have little faith in the constancy of women - he is something of a misogynist.  





VISCOMPTE JEAN-PIERRE de LABOUISSE-FORTAR - King's Musketeer  


	The youngest son of the Compte Rene de Labouisse-Fortar and Princess Ingrid of Austria, Jean-Pierre is likeable and rowdy, if perhaps a little vain.  He is a cousin of the Queen of France and he does not let anyone forget it. He is always splendidly dressed and maintains a string of mistresses and, with his meagre Musketeer allowance supplemented by his indulgent parents, he leads an extravagant life.  He is known for his bawdy wit and his week long carouses.





MARQUIS PHILLIPPE d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - neighbour  


	The fabulously wealthy lord of the neighbouring Marque to the de Montpezat estates.  He is respected because of his wealth, but not trusted or liked.  He is seen as a ruthless man, driven by his desire for wealth.  He has no respect for anyone else, especially not his family and it is common gossip that the marriage is not a happy one. Since he treats his relatives as chattels, this is hardly surprising. 





BLANCHE d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - Phillippe's wife  


	As the long suffering wife of the Marquis, Blanche is considered a figure of tragedy.  She is devoted to her family and to the Church and is well respected by all.  Her health has been failing her recently and she is not often seen in public, except to attend Church.





MATHIEU d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - Phillippe's son  


	A young and idealistic man, Mathieu has often been criticised in public by his father for being so impractical and foolish with money.  He has told everyone of how he longs for the excitement of the King's Court and he would no doubt be popular there - being young, charming and handsome.





'FLEUR' GRENCHEN VON STIMPFSTEIGL - Phillippe's ward


	This young woman recently arrived at the Marquis's chalet from her home in Austria.  Despite her terrible Germanic accent she appears to be quite charming and no-one is quite sure why she is the Marquis's ward.  One would think that a ward would cause expenses, so although rumour has it that 'Fleur', (Grenchen is such an ugly name), is the Marquis's cousin, his motives are unclear. 





VISCOMPTE GUILLAUME de CHALONS - young dispossessed noble


	This young man's father was a Count of estates near those of the Marquis d'Trarieux-Bourget.  After his father's death Guillaume discovered that his father had gambled heavily and was deeply in debt to the Marquis and other nobles.  Guillaume had no choice but to sell, to the Marquis, his ancestral home and all his estates except for the gamekeeper's cottage where he now resides with his elderly mother and two of his four sisters.  All debts were settled but little wealth remains. Only recently Guillaume was forced to sell his beloved horse and hounds, to afford a dowry for one of his sisters.  He is well liked, although he tends to be a little distant and his noble pride means he takes offence at any perceived slight.  He is very reclusive and hardly ever seen.





CLAUDETTE de CHALONS - Lady in Waiting to Prudence


	The youngest daughter of the deChalons family and Guillaume's sister. The family had lost all its land after the death of their father and there were many rumours just over a year ago that the Marquis Louis de Montpezat was going to marry Claudette and thus save the family from its poverty. These rumours stopped when he married the English lady, Prudence Brumfield. Claudette was hired instead as a lady-in-waiting to the new Marquise, which surprised the local gossips.


�
CORNELIUS LOCKE - English Royalist  


	An outspoken, dashing and cavalier supporter of the English royal family.  The recent beheading of King Charles by the supporters of the self styled "Lord Protector" of England, Oliver Cromwell, has thrown the nobility of England into disarray and many have fled to France. Cornelius has told tales of the heroic escape of some members of the royal family, but he has said nothing as to the fate of the heir, or indeed, now, the King, Charles II.  The Royalists have caused quite a sensation at the court of King Louis XIII and the mystery that surrounds Cornelius's presence at the de Montpezat estates has only added to his romantic charm. Cornelius epitomises the "cavaliers" who have remained loyal to the King of England -he is well dressed, charming, witty, hedonistic yet brave and a brilliant swordsman.  





DOCTOR HARL LAARSBROCKE - doctor


	Before his death the Marquis had sent word to the capital requesting a good doctor attend his wife in childbirth.  Clearly the doctor has arrived.  Even though he is Dutch, Doctor Laarsbrocke is immaculately dressed and very well spoken.  His every gesture inspires confidence in his medical skills - he is such a precise and clever man and it is reassuring to have him around.  He  is a distinguished looking man - reserved and pious. 





MOTHER HOPI - midwife


	The village midwife and a mysterious foreigner, even though she has lived in the village for about twenty years.  She is wise in the ways of herbs and simples and tends to all the women in the area when they are to give birth.  Before his death, the Marquis de Montpezat had sent for a doctor to tend his young wife.  Despite this, and the recent arrival of Doctor Laarsbrocke, Mother Hopi has apparently taken up residence at the de Montpezat estates to care for Prudence and oversee the birth.  Since there was real fear of her husband's tragic death hastening Prudence's childbirth no-one has denied the midwife, but with the doctor here now, that may change. She is, after all, only a peasant woman.





FATHER ARMAND - local priest


	The young priest is not a local, he was trained in a seminary in Paris and comes from a good family in Brittany.  He has been priest here for only eight months, coming after the death of old Father Jean-Luc at the age of eighty seven.  He has brought a good many new city ways with him, such as visiting ladies for scripture classes.  Still, at least his sermons are more exciting than Father Jean-Luc's were towards the end.  





ERROL RATHBONE - Cardinal's Blade


	A Blade of dubious repute, Errol is rumoured to be debauched and unscrupulous. He is of English origin. There are some who say he was once a pirate on the Barbary Coast and many who wonder why such a man works for the Church.  He is, however, very dashing and debonair and he has a sort of wicked charm.  He is only twenty five, but he has led a full life and a hard one and his eyes are a little hard and sometimes cruel as a result.





ETTIENNE BOSSUET - lawyer


	A serious, young man Ettienne is clearly destined for greatness.  He is a lawyer in the employ of the Catholic Church, who has been sent along to resolve any problems with the inheritance of the de Montpezat estates. He is not a priest, although he seems to behave like one.      





�
ERROL RATHBONE - Cardinal's Blade


CHARACTER DESCRIPTION : 


A Blade of dubious repute, Errol is rumoured to be debauched and unscrupulous. He is of English origin. There are some who say he was once a pirate on the Barbary Coast and many who wonder why such a man works for the Church.  He is, however, very dashing and debonair and he has a sort of wicked charm.  He is only twenty five, but he has led a full life and a hard one and his eyes are a little hard and sometimes cruel as a result.





HISTORY :


	Errol was born in a London slum and does not remember his parents.  He grew up on the streets, stealing purses and food to survive.  When he was ten he ran away to sea to be a pirate - what a great life, being nasty and vicious and debauched and having lots of fun.  Unfortunately, it couldn't last forever and even though Errol had risen to the ranks of Pirate Captain on the Raunchy Carrot pirate ship in the Barbary Straits he decided to give up his life of crime.  Well, actually, the ship sunk and most of the pirates drowned, but it wasn't Errol's fault.  At all. 


	Instead of returning to his native England Errol decided to live the high life in France.  He spent many happy years living off the charity of rich old ladies who enjoyed his youthful, wicked company.  He joined the Cardinal's Guard because it gives him quite a bit of power, and all in the name of the Church.  


	This little jaunt to  Foucault should prove lucrative.   Errol went for a little walk in the woods only yesterday and found a cottage where a charming old lady lived.  Despite sweet talking her Errol was told by Madame de Chalons that she was impoverished and lived there with her children - it would have been a wasted morning except that Errol found as he was rifling through the feeble belongings in the cottage a small bottle on a silver chain - it is obviously of some value, so perhaps the old lady was lying about being poor.  Of course Errol took the pendant - she won't miss it.





PERSONALITY :


Swine	





OBJECTIVES :





1. Find someone to support you in the manner to which you wish to be accustomed





2. Find out people's secrets and try to bribe them - it's a great way to make money





3. Do your duty as a Cardinal's Blade and try to beat the Musketeers at anything they attempt





�
THE AREA OF FOUCAULT





	Nestled peacefully in the wooded south region of Normandy, Foucault is a picturesque area with a small village and a long and often dark history.   There have always been whisperings of evil doings in the woods around the town and even the least suspicious of the locals will not go out  near the woods at night.  Lately the whispers have become stronger - there are tales of witchcraft and sacrifices in amongst the brooding pine trees.  Most disturbingly, the wolves seem to be particularly bold this year - there have been a number of cattle and sheep killed and savaged  over the last few months.  The new priest, Father Armand, who has only been in Foucault for eight months, has called upon the congregation to unite in prayer and all will be well.


	 There are three noble families in the area - the de Chalons, de Montpezat and d'Trarieux-Bourget.  The de Chalons family are the oldest but they have recently fallen on hard times, with the loss of the family estates due to the former Count's gambling extravagances.  The estates were sold off to the Marquis d'Trarieux-Bourget only two  years ago at the death of Compte Guillaume de Chalons.   His wife, their four daughters and their son, Guillaume, were forced to move into the gameskeeper's cottage, where they remain.  


	The young Marquis Louis de Montpezat has recently died, after contracting a fever while hunting on his estates.  His widow, Prudence, is pregnant but if the child is a girl the estate will devolve to either the Church or the Crown.  


	The area around Foucault is currently being terrorised by a daring highwayman, who is known only as Cunning Jacques.  He has robbed a number of carriages as they pass by on their way to Paris, but he has harmed no-one and of some young ladies has demanded not their jewels but a kiss.  He has eluded all attempts of capture and has become quite a romantic hero, amongst the ladies.


	The people are loyal to the King, but also to the Church.  There is little political intrigue in Foucault as that occurs mainly in Paris.  Out here, most see the King as their temporal Lord and the Cardinal as their spiritual  Lord, as the representative of the Pope and hence, of God.    To most there is no conflict in this.


�
KNOWLEDGE OF OTHER CHARACTERS





MARQUISE PRUDENCE de MONTPEZAT - widow of the marquis  


	The Marquis Louis de Montpezat has chosen a most inopportune time to die.  His lovely, young English wife is pregnant with their only child and if it is a daughter his estates will pass to either the Church or the State, as there will be no heir.  The Marquise,  Prue, is an English rose of only eighteen; she is sweet and well spoken and is liked by many, despite her appalling accent.  She is kind natured and gentle - the recent loss of her husband has made her rather withdrawn and there are fears for her health. 


BRIGADIER RUPERT BRUMFIELD - the widow's brother    


	A staunch believer in all that is English,  Rupert doesn't like the French (or the Spanish, or the Dutch, or any other bally foreigners for that matter) and he thinks Prudence would have been better off marrying a decent English chappie.  He is a slightly paunchy, retired army Brigadier. He was wounded during service in the "Thirty Years War" and has a gammy leg.  He is only thirty nine.  He has a tendency to get very red in the face and start spluttering indignantly whenever he feels some insult is being offered to the glory of England. His intolerable English arrogance has not endeared him to anyone in France. 





ANTOINE d'AUVERGNE - the King's cousin and the Royal treasurer


	One of the most powerful and influential men in the land, Antoine is his cousin, the King's, major financial adviser.  He is a largely unimpressive man, aged thirty three, and many of the gossips claim that the only possible explanation for his rise to power is his close family tie to the King.  He has a vast personal wealth and his sole indulgence seems to be his collection of miniature paintings, which is the largest in France. 





MELISANDE la VERGAREN - the King's mistress


	A beautiful noblewoman who is about twenty five. It is common knowledge that Melisande has been the King's favourite for almost seven years, and therein lies the problem.  Although none would dare be so indiscrete as to suggest to her that, due to her age, she has fallen from his favour, he has sent her away from Court and the court gossips have been quick to spread the  rumours that he has cast more than one amorous glance at the young daughters of the Compte de Ferrat.





GABRIEL FEUGERE - King's Musketeer  


	One of the Kings Musketeers, he has the reputation of being quick to anger but he is also an excellent pastry chef.  He is still quite young, only twenty seven, and quite popular at court. Unfortunately, the years he spent in the cut-throat cooking industry have scarred Gabriel - he is quick to anger and ruthless when fighting.  It is rumoured that his companions have often had to drag him off opponents before he killed them in his blind rage. 





GERARD DESCADEILLAS - King's Musketeer  


	The oldest of the Musketeers and renowned as the most sensible.  He keeps the others in line.  He is given to melancholic brooding at times and espouses views that have little faith in the constancy of women - he is something of a misogynist.  





VISCOMPTE JEAN-PIERRE de LABOUISSE-FORTAR - King's Musketeer  


	The youngest son of the Compte Rene de Labouisse-Fortar and Princess Ingrid of Austria, Jean-Pierre is likeable and rowdy, if perhaps a little vain.  He is a cousin of the Queen of France and he does not let anyone forget it. He is always splendidly dressed and maintains a string of mistresses and, with his meagre Musketeer allowance supplemented by his indulgent parents, he leads an extravagant life.  He is known for his bawdy wit and his week long carouses.


�
MARQUIS PHILLIPPE d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - neighbour  


	The fabulously wealthy lord of the neighbouring Marque to the de Montpezat estates.  He is respected because of his wealth, but not trusted or liked.  He is seen as a ruthless man, driven by his desire for wealth.  He has no respect for anyone else, especially not his family and it is common gossip that the marriage is not a happy one. Since he treats his relatives as chattels, this is hardly surprising. 





BLANCHE d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - Phillippe's wife  


	As the long suffering wife of the Marquis, Blanche is considered a figure of tragedy.  She is devoted to her family and to the Church and is well respected by all.  Her health has been failing her recently and she is not often seen in public, except to attend Church.





MATHIEU d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - Phillippe's son  


	A young and idealistic man, Mathieu has often been criticised in public by his father for being so impractical and foolish with money.  He has told everyone of how he longs for the excitement of the King's Court and he would no doubt be popular there - being young, charming and handsome.





'FLEUR' GRENCHEN VON STIMPFSTEIGL - Phillippe's ward


	This young woman recently arrived at the Marquis's chalet from her home in Austria.  Despite her terrible Germanic accent she appears to be quite charming and no-one is quite sure why she is the Marquis's ward.  One would think that a ward would cause expenses, so although rumour has it that 'Fleur', (Grenchen is such an ugly name), is the Marquis's cousin, his motives are unclear. 





VISCOMPTE GUILLAUME de CHALONS - young dispossessed noble


	This young man's father was a Count of estates near those of the Marquis d'Trarieux-Bourget.  After his father's death Guillaume discovered that his father had gambled heavily and was deeply in debt to the Marquis and other nobles.  Guillaume had no choice but to sell, to the Marquis, his ancestral home and all his estates except for the gamekeeper's cottage where he now resides with his elderly mother and two of his four sisters.  All debts were settled but little wealth remains. Only recently Guillaume was forced to sell his beloved horse and hounds, to afford a dowry for one of his sisters.  He is well liked, although he tends to be a little distant and his noble pride means he takes offence at any perceived slight.  He is very reclusive and hardly ever seen.





CLAUDETTE de CHALONS - Lady in Waiting to Prudence


	The youngest daughter of the deChalons family and Guillaume's sister. The family had lost all its land after the death of their father and there were many rumours just over a year ago that the Marquis Louis de Montpezat was going to marry Claudette and thus save the family from its poverty. These rumours stopped when he married the English lady, Prudence Brumfield. Claudette was hired instead as a lady-in-waiting to the new Marquise, which surprised the local gossips.





CORNELIUS LOCKE - English Royalist  


	An outspoken, dashing and cavalier supporter of the English royal family.  The recent beheading of King Charles by the supporters of the self styled "Lord Protector" of England, Oliver Cromwell, has thrown the nobility of England into disarray and many have fled to France. Cornelius has told tales of the heroic escape of some members of the royal family, but he has said nothing as to the fate of the heir, or indeed, now, the King, Charles II.  The Royalists have caused quite a sensation at the court of King Louis XIII and the mystery that surrounds Cornelius's presence at the de Montpezat estates has only added to his romantic charm. Cornelius epitomises the "cavaliers" who have remained loyal to the King of England -he is well dressed, charming, witty, hedonistic yet brave and a brilliant swordsman.  


�
DOCTOR HARL LAARSBROCKE - doctor


	Before his death the Marquis had sent word to the capital requesting a good doctor attend his wife in childbirth.  Clearly the doctor has arrived.  Even though he is Dutch, Doctor Laarsbrocke is immaculately dressed and very well spoken.  His every gesture inspires confidence in his medical skills - he is such a precise and clever man and it is reassuring to have him around.  He  is a distinguished looking man - reserved and pious. 





MOTHER HOPI - midwife


	The village midwife and a mysterious foreigner, even though she has lived in the village for about twenty years.  She is wise in the ways of herbs and simples and tends to all the women in the area when they are to give birth.  Before his death, the Marquis de Montpezat had sent for a doctor to tend his young wife.  Despite this, and the recent arrival of Doctor Laarsbrocke, Mother Hopi has apparently taken up residence at the de Montpezat estates to care for Prudence and oversee the birth.  Since there was real fear of her husband's tragic death hastening Prudence's childbirth no-one has denied the midwife, but with the doctor here now, that may change. She is, after all, only a peasant woman.





FATHER ARMAND - local priest


	The young priest is not a local, he was trained in a seminary in Paris and comes from a good family in Brittany.  He has been priest here for only eight months, coming after the death of old Father Jean-Luc at the age of eighty seven.  He has brought a good many new city ways with him, such as visiting ladies for scripture classes.  Still, at least his sermons are more exciting than Father Jean-Luc's were towards the end.  





LORD MINCE - Cardinal's Blade  


	This Blade is dashing and mysterious since he wears a mask at all times.  He has hinted that the reason for this is so as not to upset his family but many rumours have circulated including the suspicion that he is actually a lawless rogue who robs from the rich and fails to give to the poor.  Or perhaps he is really the King, using the disguise of being a Cardinal's Blade to observe his subjects.  There must be some dark secret behind the mask.





ETTIENNE BOSSUET - lawyer


	A serious, young man Ettienne is clearly destined for greatness.  He is a lawyer in the employ of the Catholic Church, who has been sent along to resolve any problems with the inheritance of the de Montpezat estates. He is not a priest, although he seems to behave like one.      


�
ETTIENNE BOSSUET





CHARACTER DESCRIPTION :


	A serious, young man Ettienne is clearly destined for greatness.  He is a lawyer in the employ of the Catholic Church, who has been sent along to resolve any problems with the inheritance of the de Montpezat estates. He is not a priest, although he seems to behave like one.      





HISTORY :


	Ettienne is not the successful young man he pretends to be, although he is successful - it's only because he is a consummate liar.  He was born, 25 years ago, in a low class Paris brothel - his mother was one of the women working there.  One of his childhood companions, Melani has since become Melisande la Vergaren.  Her mother, the madame of the brothel, wanted a better life for her daughter and paid a small fortune to an elderly noble lady, Madame la Vergaren, who was impoverished,  to foster her daughter and take her to the Royal Court.  Three years ago, Ettienne cashed in on his earlier association with Melisande by appearing at Court and embarrassing her into introducing him to some influential people.  He has made the most of this since and has lied himself into the position where he is a legal advisor to Cardinal Mazarin.  


	He knows very little about the law but he has a few friends in Paris whom he plies with drink in exchange for legal advice. Out her in Foucault he doesn't know how he will manage.  All he knows about the legal side of the inheritance is that there was a death bed declaration by the Marquis that he wanted to leave his estates to the Church if there was no male heir.  Ettienne found out about this - apparently bequeaths made on a death bed are better than other sorts of bequeaths so it should take priority. He doesn't want to risk everything he has gained so he has to be very careful.


	The greatest risk that Ettienne has taken is that he is a member of the Fronde - an organisation dedicated to bringing down the Queen, as she is an Austrian and therefore not worthy of being the French Queen - they are an odd mix of Royalist terrorists.  He gained information at one stage from the Queen's cousin Jean-Pierre, but he has since backed out of supporting the Fronde.  It is important that more support is gained for the organisation as Queen Anne must be gotten rid of soon - if she is sufficiently disgraced King Louis will put her aside and take a new, French, wife.  Even though Ettienne doesn't really believe all this rubbish (he cares for no-one but himself)  the other members are rich and noble and of great influence.  All Ettienne needs do is recruit for them and gain information.





PERSONALITY :


Clever, clever lies - you've weaved a wicked web of them around yourself  and you've got to step very carefully around them all.  But anything is better than being poor and powerless.  





OBJECTIVES :





1. Keep up the charade of being a lawyer  -  anyway necessary





2. Ensure your secret is safe with Melisande - hers is safe with you, unless she betrays you





3.  Get support  or information for the Fronde


�






THE AREA OF FOUCAULT





	Nestled peacefully in the wooded south region of Normandy, Foucault is a picturesque area with a small village and a long and often dark history.   There have always been whisperings of evil doings in the woods around the town and even the least suspicious of the locals will not go out  near the woods at night.  Lately the whispers have become stronger - there are tales of witchcraft and sacrifices in amongst the brooding pine trees.  Most disturbingly, the wolves seem to be particularly bold this year - there have been a number of cattle and sheep killed and savaged  over the last few months.  The new priest, Father Armand, who has only been in Foucault for eight months, has called upon the congregation to unite in prayer and all will be well.


	 There are three noble families in the area - the de Chalons, de Montpezat and d'Trarieux-Bourget.  The de Chalons family are the oldest but they have recently fallen on hard times, with the loss of the family estates due to the former Count's gambling extravagances.  The estates were sold off to the Marquis d'Trarieux-Bourget only two  years ago at the death of Compte Guillaume de Chalons.   His wife, their four daughters and their son, Guillaume, were forced to move into the gameskeeper's cottage, where they remain.  


	The young Marquis Louis de Montpezat has recently died, after contracting a fever while hunting on his estates.  His widow, Prudence, is pregnant but if the child is a girl the estate will devolve to either the Church or the Crown.  


	The area around Foucault is currently being terrorised by a daring highwayman, who is known only as Cunning Jacques.  He has robbed a number of carriages as they pass by on their way to Paris, but he has harmed no-one and of some young ladies has demanded not their jewels but a kiss.  He has eluded all attempts of capture and has become quite a romantic hero, amongst the ladies.


	The people are loyal to the King, but also to the Church.  There is little political intrigue in Foucault as that occurs mainly in Paris.  Out here, most see the King as their temporal Lord and the Cardinal as their spiritual  Lord, as the representative of the Pope and hence, of God.    To most there is no conflict in this.





�
KNOWLEDGE OF OTHER CHARACTERS





MARQUISE PRUDENCE de MONTPEZAT - widow of the marquis  


	The Marquis Louis de Montpezat has chosen a most inopportune time to die.  His lovely, young English wife is pregnant with their only child and if it is a daughter his estates will pass to either the Church or the State, as there will be no heir.  The Marquise,  Prue, is an English rose of only eighteen; she is sweet and well spoken and is liked by many, despite her appalling accent.  She is kind natured and gentle - the recent loss of her husband has made her rather withdrawn and there are fears for her health. 


BRIGADIER RUPERT BRUMFIELD - the widow's brother    


	A staunch believer in all that is English,  Rupert doesn't like the French (or the Spanish, or the Dutch, or any other bally foreigners for that matter) and he thinks Prudence would have been better off marrying a decent English chappie.  He is a slightly paunchy, retired army Brigadier. He was wounded during service in the "Thirty Years War" and has a gammy leg.  He is only thirty nine.  He has a tendency to get very red in the face and start spluttering indignantly whenever he feels some insult is being offered to the glory of England. His intolerable English arrogance has not endeared him to anyone in France. 





ANTOINE d'AUVERGNE - the King's cousin and the Royal treasurer


	One of the most powerful and influential men in the land, Antoine is his cousin, the King's, major financial adviser.  He is a largely unimpressive man, aged thirty three, and many of the gossips claim that the only possible explanation for his rise to power is his close family tie to the King.  He has a vast personal wealth and his sole indulgence seems to be his collection of miniature paintings, which is the largest in France. 





MELISANDE la VERGAREN - the King's mistress


	A beautiful noblewoman who is about twenty five. It is common knowledge that Melisande has been the King's favourite for almost seven years, and therein lies the problem.  Although none would dare be so indiscrete as to suggest to her that, due to her age, she has fallen from his favour, he has sent her away from Court and the court gossips have been quick to spread the  rumours that he has cast more than one amorous glance at the young daughters of the Compte de Ferrat.





GABRIEL FEUGERE - King's Musketeer  


	One of the Kings Musketeers, he has the reputation of being quick to anger but he is also an excellent pastry chef.  He is still quite young, only twenty seven, and quite popular at court. Unfortunately, the years he spent in the cut-throat cooking industry have scarred Gabriel - he is quick to anger and ruthless when fighting.  It is rumoured that his companions have often had to drag him off opponents before he killed them in his blind rage. 





GERARD DESCADEILLAS - King's Musketeer  


	The oldest of the Musketeers and renowned as the most sensible.  He keeps the others in line.  He is given to melancholic brooding at times and espouses views that have little faith in the constancy of women - he is something of a misogynist.  





VISCOMPTE JEAN-PIERRE de LABOUISSE-FORTAR - King's Musketeer  


	The youngest son of the Compte Rene de Labouisse-Fortar and Princess Ingrid of Austria, Jean-Pierre is likeable and rowdy, if perhaps a little vain.  He is a cousin of the Queen of France and he does not let anyone forget it. He is always splendidly dressed and maintains a string of mistresses and, with his meagre Musketeer allowance supplemented by his indulgent parents, he leads an extravagant life.  He is known for his bawdy wit and his week long carouses.





�
MARQUIS PHILLIPPE d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - neighbour  


	The fabulously wealthy lord of the neighbouring Marque to the de Montpezat estates.  He is respected because of his wealth, but not trusted or liked.  He is seen as a ruthless man, driven by his desire for wealth.  He has no respect for anyone else, especially not his family and it is common gossip that the marriage is not a happy one. Since he treats his relatives as chattels, this is hardly surprising. 





BLANCHE d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - Phillippe's wife  


	As the long suffering wife of the Marquis, Blanche is considered a figure of tragedy.  She is devoted to her family and to the Church and is well respected by all.  Her health has been failing her recently and she is not often seen in public, except to attend Church.





MATHIEU d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - Phillippe's son  


	A young and idealistic man, Mathieu has often been criticised in public by his father for being so impractical and foolish with money.  He has told everyone of how he longs for the excitement of the King's Court and he would no doubt be popular there - being young, charming and handsome.





'FLEUR' GRENCHEN VON STIMPFSTEIGL - Phillippe's ward


	This young woman recently arrived at the Marquis's chalet from her home in Austria.  Despite her terrible Germanic accent she appears to be quite charming and no-one is quite sure why she is the Marquis's ward.  One would think that a ward would cause expenses, so although rumour has it that 'Fleur', (Grenchen is such an ugly name), is the Marquis's cousin, his motives are unclear. 





VISCOMPTE GUILLAUME de CHALONS - young dispossessed noble


	This young man's father was a Count of estates near those of the Marquis d'Trarieux-Bourget.  After his father's death Guillaume discovered that his father had gambled heavily and was deeply in debt to the Marquis and other nobles.  Guillaume had no choice but to sell, to the Marquis, his ancestral home and all his estates except for the gamekeeper's cottage where he now resides with his elderly mother and two of his four sisters.  All debts were settled but little wealth remains. Only recently Guillaume was forced to sell his beloved horse and hounds, to afford a dowry for one of his sisters.  He is well liked, although he tends to be a little distant and his noble pride means he takes offence at any perceived slight.  He is very reclusive and hardly ever seen.





CLAUDETTE de CHALONS - Lady in Waiting to Prudence


	The youngest daughter of the deChalons family and Guillaume's sister. The family had lost all its land after the death of their father and there were many rumours just over a year ago that the Marquis Louis de Montpezat was going to marry Claudette and thus save the family from its poverty. These rumours stopped when he married the English lady, Prudence Brumfield. Claudette was hired instead as a lady-in-waiting to the new Marquise, which surprised the local gossips.





CORNELIUS LOCKE - English Royalist  


	An outspoken, dashing and cavalier supporter of the English royal family.  The recent beheading of King Charles by the supporters of the self styled "Lord Protector" of England, Oliver Cromwell, has thrown the nobility of England into disarray and many have fled to France. Cornelius has told tales of the heroic escape of some members of the royal family, but he has said nothing as to the fate of the heir, or indeed, now, the King, Charles II.  The Royalists have caused quite a sensation at the court of King Louis XIII and the mystery that surrounds Cornelius's presence at the de Montpezat estates has only added to his romantic charm. Cornelius epitomises the "cavaliers" who have remained loyal to the King of England -he is well dressed, charming, witty, hedonistic yet brave and a brilliant swordsman.  





�
DOCTOR HARL LAARSBROCKE - doctor


	Before his death the Marquis had sent word to the capital requesting a good doctor attend his wife in childbirth.  Clearly the doctor has arrived.  Even though he is Dutch, Doctor Laarsbrocke is immaculately dressed and very well spoken.  His every gesture inspires confidence in his medical skills - he is such a precise and clever man and it is reassuring to have him around.  He  is a distinguished looking man - reserved and pious. 





MOTHER HOPI - midwife


	The village midwife and a mysterious foreigner, even though she has lived in the village for about twenty years.  She is wise in the ways of herbs and simples and tends to all the women in the area when they are to give birth.  Before his death, the Marquis de Montpezat had sent for a doctor to tend his young wife.  Despite this, and the recent arrival of Doctor Laarsbrocke, Mother Hopi has apparently taken up residence at the de Montpezat estates to care for Prudence and oversee the birth.  Since there was real fear of her husband's tragic death hastening Prudence's childbirth no-one has denied the midwife, but with the doctor here now, that may change. She is, after all, only a peasant woman.





FATHER ARMAND - local priest


	The young priest is not a local, he was trained in a seminary in Paris and comes from a good family in Brittany.  He has been priest here for only eight months, coming after the death of old Father Jean-Luc at the age of eighty seven.  He has brought a good many new city ways with him, such as visiting ladies for scripture classes.  Still, at least his sermons are more exciting than Father Jean-Luc's were towards the end.  





LORD MINCE - Cardinal's Blade  


	This Blade is dashing and mysterious since he wears a mask at all times.  He has hinted that the reason for this is so as not to upset his family but many rumours have circulated including the suspicion that he is actually a lawless rogue who robs from the rich and fails to give to the poor.  Or perhaps he is really the King, using the disguise of being a Cardinal's Blade to observe his subjects.  There must be some dark secret behind the mask.








ERROL RATHBONE - Cardinal's Blade


	A Blade of dubious repute, Errol is rumoured to be debauched and unscrupulous. He is of English origin. There are some who say he was once a pirate on the Barbary Coast and many who wonder why such a man works for the Church.  He is, however, very dashing and debonair and he has a sort of wicked charm.  He is only twenty five, but he has led a full life and a hard one and his eyes are a little hard and sometimes cruel as a result.








�











