


			VOULOIR, C'EST POUVOIR





GAMEMASTER INFORMATION





MARQUISE PRUDENCE de MONTPEZAT - widow of the marquis  


The Marquis Louis de Montpezat has chosen a most inopportune time to die.  His lovely, young English wife is pregnant with their only child and if it is a daughter his estates will pass to either the Church or the State, as there will be no heir.  The Marquise is liked by many, despite her appalling accent.  She is sweet natured and gentle - the recent loss of her husband has made her rather withdrawn and there are fears for her health. 


(Prue thinks she is going mad as she believes her baby is talking to her - it is in fact the ghost of Isabeau who has found lodging in the baby - she came through with Raoul and wants to find him again as he is the only person she knows)





BRIGADIER RUPERT BRUMFIELD - the widow's brother    


 A staunch believer in all that is English,  Rupert doesn't like the French (or the Spanish, or the Dutch, or any other bally foreigners for that matter) and he thinks Prudence would have been better off marrying a decent English chappie.  He is a slightly paunchy, retired army Brigadier. He was wounded during service in the "Thirty Years War" and has a gammy leg.  He is only thirty nine.  He has a tendency to get very red in the face and start spluttering indignantly whenever he feels some insult is being offered to the glory of England. His intolerable English arrogance has not endeared him to anyone in France. 


 


DUC ANTOINE d'AUVERGNE - the King's cousin and the Royal treasurer


One of the most powerful and influential men in the land, Antoine is his cousin's major financial adviser.  He is a largely unimpressive man and his staid personality does not explain how he has risen so high in the king's service.  The only possible explanation is his close family tie to the King.  He has a vast personal wealth and his sole indulgence seems to be his collection of miniature paintings, which is the largest in France. 





He is, in fact manipulative and underhanded and also a brilliant financial tactician and the Royal coffers continue to grow  under his ministrations. 


(Antoine has been possessed by the spirit of Raoul - if he is put under stress, or has to use his willpower to resist anything Raoul will be able to take him over)





MELISANDE la VERGAREN - the King's mistress


Melisande has been the King's favourite for almost seven years and therein lies the problem.  Although none would dare be so indiscrete as to suggest to her that, due to her age, she has fallen from his favour, he has sent her away from Court and there are rumours that he has cast more than one amorous glance at the young daughter of the Compte de Ferrat.  Melisande has been temporarily supplanted before but has always managed to win back the King's favour, by methods of questionable honour.  


(Daughter of a Paris prostitute, but adopted out to noble family. Ettienne knows secret but she knows he is not who he claims to be)





GABRIEL FEUGERE - King's Musketeer  


Apprenticed to his father, Henri Feugere, the greatest chef in all of France, from the age of four, Gabriel wanted more from life.  He ran away from home to become a lawyer but his father petitioned the King to have him 


brought back to his kitchen.  The King was as impressed by the young man's skill with a sword as he was with his cooking and his advocacy skills.  He made Gabriel one of his  musketeers and he has proved to be a favourite at Court. Unfortunately, the long years in the cut-throat cooking industry have scarred Gabriel - he is quick to anger and ruthless when fighting.  It is rumoured that his companions have often had to drag him off opponents before he killed them in his blind rage. 





(Possessed by the demon watcher, Gabriel is bound to help the demon achieve its objectives.  If he can do so by passing the demon on to someone else who can help it more than he can do so - what does it take ??)





GERARD DESCADEILLAS - King's Musketeer  


The oldest of the musketeers and renowned as the most sensible.  He keeps the others in line.  He is given to melancholic brooding at times and espouses views that have little faith in the constancy of women - he is something of a misogynist.  





(once betrothed to Blanche - she ran off and left him at the altar) 





VISCOMPTE JEAN-PIERRE de LABOUISSE-FORTAR - King's Musketeer  


The youngest son of the Compte Rene de Labouisse-Fortar and Princess Ingrid of Austria, Jean-Pierre is likeable and rowdy, if perhaps a little vain.  He is a cousin of the Queen of France and he does not let anyone forget it. He is always splendidly dressed and maintains a string of mistresses and, with his meagre musketeer allowance supplemented by his indulgent parents, he leads an extravagant life.  He is known for his bawdy wit and his week long carouses.


(related to Fleur)


Has accidently betrayed the Queen, knows Ettienne is a member of a group who are against the Queen of France.





MARQUIS PHILLIPPE d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - neighbour  


The fabulously wealthy lord of the neighbouring Marque to the de Montpezat estates.  He is respected because of his wealth, but not trusted or liked.  He is seen as a ruthless man, driven by his desire for wealth.  He has no respect for anyone else, especially not his family and it is common gossip that the marriage is not a happy one. Since he treats his relatives as chattels, this is hardly surprising. 


(Has gotten rid of his second child - this is really Claudette, so has to keep Midwife on his good side or she may betray his secret. Is having nightmares of seeming demonic origin. Has ordered a vial of blessed water but it got stolen by Cunning Jacques)





BLANCHE d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - Phillippe's wife  


As the long suffering wife of the Marquis, Blanche is considered a figure of tragedy.  She is devoted to her family and to the Church and is well respected by all.  Her health has been failing her recently and she is not seen often.





(witch, formerly betrothed to Gerard))





MATHIEU d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - Phillippe's son  


A young and idealistic man, Mathieu has often been criticised in public by his father for being so impractical and foolish with money.  He longs for the excitement of the King's Court and he would no doubt be popular there - being young, charming and handsome.





'FLEUR' GRENCHEN VON STIMPFSTEIGL - Phillippe's ward


This young woman recently arrived at the Marquis's chalet from her home in Austria.  Despite her terrible Germanic accent she appears to be quite charming and no-one is quite sure why she is the Marquis's ward.  One would think that a ward would cause expenses, so although rumour has it that 'Fleur', (Grenchen is such an ugly name), is the Marquis's cousin, his motives are unclear.  Thinks that Mathieu could be Cunning Jacques (what a romantic notion)





VICOMPTE GUILLAUME de CHALONS - young dispossessed noble


This young man's father was a Count of estates near those of the Marquis d'Trarieux-Bourget.  After his father's death Guillaume discovered that his father had gambled heavily and was deeply in debt to the Marquis and other nobles.  Guillaume had no choice but to sell, to the Marquis, his ancestral home and all his estates except for the game keeper's cottage where he now resides with his elderly mother and two of his four sisters.  All debts were settled but little wealth remains. Only recently Guillaume was forced to sell his beloved horse and hounds, to afford a dowry for one of his sisters.  He is well liked, although he tends to be a little distant and his noble pride means he takes offence at any perceived slight. 





(werewolf, brother to Claudette - he knows she is not really his sister, but doesn't know who she belongs to)





CLAUDETTE de CHALONS - Lady in Waiting to Prudence


Guillaume's sister, were rumours that the Marquis de Montpezat was going to marry her, he didn't and now she is in service to his widow


(secretly Cunning Jaques, has seen her brother go out into the woods and knows about the Satanist coven - thinks her brother is a member - has stolen a bottle of water off Phillippe, but that in turn has been stolen - she is worried this may be a threat to her secret)





CORNELIUS LOCKE - English Royalist  


An outspoken, dashing and cavalier supporter of the English royal family.  The recent beheading of King Charles by the supporters of the self styled "Lord Protector" of England, Oliver Cromwell, has thrown the nobility of England into disarray and many have fled to France. Cornelius has told tales of the heroic escape of some members of the royal family, but he has said nothing as to the fate of the heir, or indeed, now, the King, Charles II.  The Royalists have caused quite a sensation at the court of King Louis XIII and the mystery that surrounds Cornelius' presence at the de Montpezat estates has only added to his romantic charm.  





DOCTOR HARL LAARSBROCKE


Before his death the Marquis had sent word to the capital requesting a good doctor attend his wife in childbirth.  Clearly the Doctor has arrived.  Even though he is Dutch Doctor Laarsbrocke is immaculately dressed and very well spoken.  His every gesture inspires confidence in his medical skills - he is such a precise and 





(Doctor of Theology, (although everyone assumes medical) - witch finder / inquisitor, foreigner  Dutch, there to find witchcraft and to find out if there were any suspicious circumstances  to the death of the Marquis





MOTHER HOPI - Midwife


The village midwife and a mysterious foreigner, even though she has lived in the village for about twenty years.  She is wise in the ways of herbs and simples and tends to all the women in the area when they are to give birth.  Before his death, the Marquis de Montpezat had sent for a doctor to tend his young wife.  Despite this, and the recent arrival of Doctor Laarsbrocke, Mother Hopi has apparently taken up residence at the de Montpezat estates to care for Prudence and oversee the birth.  Since there was real fear of her husband's tragic death hastening Prudence's childbirth no-one has denied the midwife, but with the doctor here now, that may change. She is, after all, only a peasant woman.





(Real witch/pagan - responsible for bringing back Raoul - monkey's paw





FATHER ARMAND - local priest


The young priest is not a local, he was trained in a seminary in Paris and comes from a good family in Brittany.  He has been priest here for only two years, coming after the death of old Father Jean-Luc at the age of eighty seven.  He has brought a good many new city ways with him, such as visiting ladies for scripture classes.  Still, at least his sermons are more exciting than Father Jean-Luc's were towards the end.  





(the leader of the coven)





LORD MINCE - Cardinal's Blade  


This Blade is dashing and mysterious since he wears a mask at all times.  He has hinted that the reason for this is so as not to upset his family but many rumours have circulated including the suspicion that he is actually a lawless rogue who robs from the rich and fails to give to the poor.  Or perhaps he is really the King, using the disguise of being a Cardinal's Blade to observe his subjects.  





ERROL RATHBONE - Cardinal's Blade


Blade of dubious repute, he is rumoured to be debauched and unscrupulous.  There are some who say he was once a pirate on the Barbary Coast and many who wonder why such a man works for the Church.  


(Has stolen a vial of blessed water he found at the De Chalons house when he was talking to the widow de Chalon)





ETTIENNE BOSSUET


Lawyer sent by the Cardinal


(Actually has lied about most of his past and is cashing in on his association with Melisande to get court influence - he knows that she is the daughter of a paris prostitute. He is a member of the Fronde - a group against the Queen of France because she is not French, has already tricked Jean-Pierre into betraying some secrets to them)








GOALS AND OBJECTIVES FOR YERSINA AND ISABEAU


YERSINIA 


	Demon is represented by a piece of white cardboard - initially it has been passed on to Gabriel, the Cardinals Blade, who was bitten by a fox it had possessed. It know is influencing him and hopes it will be strong enough to eventually take him over for good. It would like nothing better than to have physically form and it is trying to do this by being passed on from person to person. It trys to find someone that will be easy to corrupt and eventually it hopes it will be strong enough to gain a body after it has got used to a multitude of human forms. Its presence leaves a slight unholy tinge on the person and they will become sick and feverish a number of days after they have been "infected". 


	If it decides to try to move to another host body it must cause a flesh wound on that person with teeth or fingernails. If it accidently trys to possess the wearer of the person with the vial of holy water one of two things may happen - it will be permantly trapped in the wearer and be in a great deal of discomfort or it will be repelled and its former host will be driving temporarily insane with the demons screamings.


	Tell the holder of the Yersinia card they must inform a GM before attempting to pass it on.





�
ISABEAU


Prudence has really been possessed by the ghost of Isabeau d'Genevrier, a peasant girl from the Languedoc who was killed in the crusade against the Cathars there in 1210.  She is disorientated by what is going on, but is determined not to miss another chance at life. She has come back from the afterlife with Raoul, a friendly spirit with whom she had flitted in the dim otherworld she was so glad to leave.  She does not know where Raoul has got to.  He was the one summoned but as he was tugged back he was so afraid she took hold of his hand. She lost him somewhere, but she is sure he is near. She found this empty vessel in this woman's womb and here she plans to stay.








RAOUL 


	You have been possed by the spirit of a man named Raoul - he is a sailor and also unrepentantly homosexual, though not very bright.


He had been in the navy where he was very happy as had his boyfriend Muffy (who commanded the ship) to keep him company.  Then tragedy struck when Muffy's ship, The Lace Doily, sunk. Raoul found himself in the afterlife without any friends and does not know what happened to Muffy.


	He was summoned to this place and has no idea why or how. When he came through his a spirit who he befriended in the afterlife came through as well - her name is Isabeau and he would very much like to find her.


	Surpisinging until just know he seems to be confined in something and could only observe the proceedings - he tried to will himself into somebody so he could communicate with people which didn't seem to work until all of a sudden he found himself possessed of this body - from all appearences it seems to be a bit of a disappointment but beggers can't be choosers 





	Objectives:


	1. Although you are not very good at it try to not arose suspiscion that you have taken 


someone over (however you can't help but act camp). Find out about the person you are in and see if there is a way to make a better swap with someone a bit more attractive.


	2. Find out what has happened to Muffy


	3. Find out what has happened to Isabeau.





�



PLOTS :





1. There is uncertainty as to the way that the Marquis land will be left.  His wife is pregnant and if she has a son, it will pass to him.  If she has a daughter, it will go to either the Church or the State - it is unclear which.  The problem is that the Marquis title and land were first granted to his great (x7) grandfather by the King.  The estate was granted 300 years ago in fee tail, which means it was to pass to the male heir only.  At the moment, there is no male heir, Louis was the final male of the family.  The problem is that as he died, Louis bequeathed his entire estate to the Church if there was no heir.  The Church and the King both therefore assert that they are entitled to the estate if no son is born.  They have both sent envoys and lawyers to ensure there will be no problems with the inheritance.





2.  With the inheritance uncertain, Rupert wants his sister remarried as soon as possible as he wants to go to the Caribbean - he has plans to trade slaves and maybe settle into a plantation.





3.  There are rumours of a plot to kill Cardinal Mazarin - the Blades must investigate this.  The people responsible are members of the Fronde : which staged rebellions against the Cardinal and the Queen.





4.  Witchcraft and werewolves - there is a coven of Satan worshippers in the area, and general hysteria about that and about sightings of a werewolf.  





The coven is led by Father Armand and Blanche is a member.  Both of them are scared and want to get out, but don't trust the other enough not to hand them over to the authorities.  Blanche has been performing black magic rituals which she found in a book which had been part of the de Chalons estate.  This is a real magic book (not the fake rituals Armand uses to justify his lusts) and Blanche has been using the rituals in the privacy of her rooms so that she will have done something Armand has not.  She is not yet aware that the demon has actually answered her.





Armand has heard rumours through the priestly grapevine that the Holy See is concerned with the high level of supernatural rumours and occurrences in this part of Normandy.  He has realised it is likely they will send an inquisitor and is terrified of anything being found out.  He is also worried that there may really be something supernatural going on.  All of his rituals are faked and he has no real belief in Satan, or God.....but, well, something's happening.





The reason why the de Chalons library included a tome on the Dark Arts is that Guillaume's great-great-grandfather was an evil magus.  His deeds included finding the means to transform himself into a wolf - the curse has been with his heirs ever since.  





A witch-finding priest has been sent to find out what is going on.   This is Dr Karl Laarsbrocke, but he has been mistaken for a doctor from Paris which the Marquis requested for his wife before his death.  He is a doctor of theology and learned in the arts of finding out witches and their evil ilk.  He has an impressive array of torture implements in a little black bag.  





5.  There is a dashing highwayman, known only as "Cunning Jacques" terrorising the area as well as a group of brigands, led by an honourless rogue.  Claudette is Jacques, she has turned to crime to try and alleviate her family's poverty, since her servant's wage does not go far.





6.  The Marquis d'Trarieux-Bourget is a greedy, scheming man and wants the dead Marquis land.  He intends to push his son into a marriage with Prudence and secure the land that way, through bribery and his connections at court if she has a daughter.  Fleur, the Marquis's ward is in love with his son, Mathieu, but the Marquis has no intention of allowing her to marry as that would mean he would lose control of her considerable estate.  Besides a wedding would require a dowry and Phillippe is too mean to waste money like that.  Mathieu has ambitions of being a musketeer or blade.





7.	The Marquis ignores his wife, whom he only married for her dowry and so she could give him sons.  She looks everywhere else for her affections.  She had a second child, after Mathieu, but as far as she knows it died soon after the birth.  It had been a difficult labour and almost killed her - she was unconscious when they took it from her.  It was a daughter and weak from the birth.  Phillippe did not want a daughter - they cost money in dowry, so he gave it to Mother Hopi, midwife to get rid of.  She gave it to the Comptess Helene de Chalons when her child, delivered by some strange coincidence on the same dark and stormy night, died. The child is actually Claudette de Chalons but she has no idea of her real parents.   


	Mother Hopi did not tell Phillippe what she did with the child - she has let him think she killed it.  She uses this against him subtlely by making sure he supports her position in the village and her right to be present in the noble houses of the area when a child is to be born.





8.  Muffy has had dealings with Mother Hopi with the aim of getting his dead love Raoul back.  He has agreed to owe her a favour and in return she will bring back Raoul.  He has been assured that Raoul is now possessing one of the young men here.  He hopes it is Mathieu.  In truth, Raoul's soul has been placed into the miniature portrait of Comptess Helene de Chalons that Antoine d'Auvergne is carrying.  Helene was a great beauty in her youth (some time ago).  The painting was sold when the de Chalons estate was divided up and it came into Antoine's possession quite recently.  He is carrying it because he heard in the capital that the subject was still alive in these parts and wanted to see for himself what she was like, just out of curiosity.   





Anyone who carries the miniature painting is in danger of Raoul's soul possessing them at the first chance, but Antoine's will is strong and he will not succumb to the possession until he is stressed or tested in some way, eg by resisting seduction, by getting into an argument or having his life threatened.





9.  The summoning of the dead Raoul has also brought through the spirit of Isabeau, another spirit whom Raoul befriended on the spirit plane.  She sort of didn't mean to come through but Raoul was scared to go by himself, so she came too.  Now she has no idea where she is or who these people are.  Worst of all Raoul is nowhere in sight - he is obviously in one of these people, but which one? She has taken abode in the baby of the pregnant widow Prudence and has been talking to her - Prudence thinks she is going insane.








10. The demon attracted by Blanche's magical rituals is named Yersina and it has possessed Gabriel and has certain objectives, which don't really involve as a top priority gathering souls, but it's a nice hobby.  For one thing it wants to find out the story behind the method of its summoning - the ritual used is very old.  (The demons true form is a piece of cardboard which can be passed from player to player - the character currently possessed is bound to help the demon achieve its goals, although this may involve passing the possession to someone who can help it more) Players may have certain types of protection against this, such as a strong faith or will and the demon may be detected because of this if it tries to possess them.





11.  Cornelius is seeking safe passage for Charles II after the beheading by Cromwell of his father.  People there who have no love for the English crown, who would be willing to sell the King to Cromwell.





12. There is the possibility of the members of the Fronde and the King's mistress working together to disgrace the Queen.  Musketeers should be obliged to interfere to save the Queen's honour





13.  Blanche has began to worry about the coven as there is so much hysteria building - she is trying to find a way out that will not endanger her or her family (well, maybe it can endanger Phillippe). Father Armand is also worried, as he has heard rumours of the inquisition setting out witch hunters and he thinks this could be bad.





14. Phillippe has been having nightmares of Satanic children which he feels is some supernatural warning for him getting rid of his child sixteen years ago. 
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15. A vial of blessed water has been stolen by Cunning Jacques from Phillippe - it in turn has been stolen by Errol from Claudettes home and she is very worried this may be a threat to her secret identity if it should get back to Phillippe and he should find out where it was found.





16. Someone with contact at court heard rumours that Cornelius is the Kings illegitimate son?





17. Armand has seen the werewolf in the woods after a night debauching. Claudette knows that Guillaume travels out to the woods at night but she is under the mistaken impression that he is a member of Witches Coven that she stumble across by accident - she doesn't know who any of the members are, but she knows where they meet.





18. The Kings party all saw Muffy and Mother Hopi's meeting outside the village
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