MARQUIS PHILLIPPE d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET





CHARACTER DESCRIPTION :


	The fabulously wealthy lord of the neighbouring Marque to the de Montpezat estates.  He is respected because of his wealth, but not trusted or liked.  He is seen as a ruthless man, driven by his desire for wealth.  He has no respect for anyone else, especially not his family and it is common gossip that the marriage is not a happy one. Since he treats his relatives as chattels, this is hardly surprising. 





HISTORY :


	The Marquis is married to Blanche and they have one son, Mathieu. They also have a ward Fleur, who is the cousin of the Marquis. Normally he would not have dreamed of taking in a ward but her fathers will gave large provision for Phillippe to take care of Fleur - he has control of the her estates until she marries - this is to avoided at all costs.





	Although Fleur appears to be foolishly in love with the Marquis son this would be a waste, as Phillippe already controls her estates and Mathieu has no money sense - it would be a much better idea to marry him to the recently widowed Prudence de Montpezat thus gaining control of the deMontpezat lands (the ownership of the lands is in dispute since the death of the Marquis - if the pregnant widow Prudence has a son the lands will go to him - but if she has a daughter the lands will be contested by the Crown and the Church who both claim rights to it - the Marquis would much rather have it go to the Crown as he may be able to use his influence at court to convince the Crown to allow his son to control the estate for them).





	The Marquis has of late been having severe nightmares - he dreams of being in heat so hot that the air turns to steam and wherever he wanders in endless corridors he catches glimpses of child-like creatures who continually torment and taunt him. He cannot kill these creatures however hard he tries they just keep coming back - and then he wakes up bathed in sweat.


	Consequently the Marquis has become more increasingly superstitious - this has not however extended to thoughts of mending his ways (as he doesn't think he has an attitude problem).





	He is worried that the dreams may be of supernatural origin as he feels they may be linked to a secret from his past. About sixteen years ago when his wife was pregnant with their second child she had a difficult labour and the girl child was born weak and sickly - not wanting a daughter (they cost too much in dowry), or medical costs the Marquis thought it would be better if the child was allowed to die. He would have smothered it but for the presence of the midwife, Mother Hopi, so instead he gave it to her to get rid of. Unfortunately this means the old peasant has something over him but he understands her - she just wants her position protected. When the Marquis de Montpezat was talking about getting a doctor for Prudence, Phillippe talked him out of it. He doesn't understand why the Doctor is here.





	Another annoying development recently in Foucault is the appearance of a highwayman known only as "Cunning Jacques". He has robbed a considerable amount off Phillippe and the Marquis wants him brought to justice. He intends to make a complaint to the Kings Musketeers and the Cardinals Blades. Only the last month the bastard stole a vial of blessed water Phillippe had specially imported - it is supposed to keep the wearer safe from diabolic forces and he would give a great deal to know its whereabouts. 





PERSONALITY :


	Until recently you would bargain with the devil if you thought you could get a good profit out of it - unfortunately your dreams of recent times suggest that something may have already drawn up documents on your soul without your knowledge. Look out for your own health and wealth - they are important above everything else. You look out for your family in that you want to get optimal profit out of them (surely they would be insulted if you underestimated their worth.)





OBJECTIVES :


	1. Prevent Fleur from marrying anyone


	2. Arrange a wedding between Mathieu and the widow and try to arrange that the estate goes to the crown. Then try to arrange the to have the estate stay in the family


	3. See if you can find out what your dreams mean (well okay you probably can already guess what they mean - but see if you can relieve yourself of them and save yourself from the fate you fear they may prophesy.








THE AREA OF FOUCAULT





	Nestled peacefully in the wooded south region of Normandy, Foucault is a picturesque area with a small village and a long and often dark history.   There have always been whisperings of evil doings in the woods around the town and even the least suspicious of the locals will not go out  near the woods at night.  Lately the whispers have become stronger - there are tales of witchcraft and sacrifices in amongst the brooding pine trees.  Most disturbingly, the wolves seem to be particularly bold this year - there have been a number of cattle and sheep killed and savaged  over the last few months.  The new priest, Father Armand, who has only been in Foucault for eight months, has called upon the congregation to unite in prayer and all will be well.


	 There are three noble families in the area - the de Chalons, de Montpezat and d'Trarieux-Bourget.  The de Chalons family are the oldest but they have recently fallen on hard times, with the loss of the family estates due to the former Count's gambling extravagances.  The estates were sold off to the Marquis d'Trarieux-Bourget only two  years ago at the death of Compte Guillaume de Chalons.   His wife, their four daughters and their son, Guillaume, were forced to move into the gameskeeper's cottage, where they remain.  


	The young Marquis Louis de Montpezat has recently died, after contracting a fever while hunting on his estates.  His widow, Prudence, is pregnant but if the child is a girl the estate will devolve to either the Church or the Crown.  


	The area around Foucault is currently being terrorised by a daring highwayman, who is known only as Cunning Jacques.  He has robbed a number of carriages as they pass by on their way to Paris, but he has harmed no-one and of some young ladies has demanded not their jewels but a kiss.  He has eluded all attempts of capture and has become quite a romantic hero, amongst the ladies.


	The people are loyal to the King, but also to the Church.  There is little political intrigue in Foucault as that occurs mainly in Paris.  Out here, most see the King as their temporal Lord and the Cardinal as their spiritual  Lord, as the representative of the Pope and hence, of God.    To most there is no conflict in this.








KNOWLEDGE OF OTHER CHARACTERS





MARQUISE PRUDENCE de MONTPEZAT - widow of the marquis  


	The Marquis Louis de Montpezat has chosen a most inopportune time to die.  His lovely, young English wife is pregnant with their only child and if it is a daughter his estates will pass to either the Church or the State, as there will be no heir.  The Marquise,  Prue, is an English rose of only eighteen; she is sweet and well spoken and is liked by many, despite her appalling accent.  She is kind natured and gentle - the recent loss of her husband has made her rather withdrawn and there are fears for her health. 


BRIGADIER RUPERT BRUMFIELD - the widow's brother    


	A staunch believer in all that is English,  Rupert doesn't like the French (or the Spanish, or the Dutch, or any other bally foreigners for that matter) and he thinks Prudence would have been better off marrying a decent English chappie.  He is a slightly paunchy, retired army Brigadier. He was wounded during service in the "Thirty Years War" and has a gammy leg.  He is only thirty nine.  He has a tendency to get very red in the face and start spluttering indignantly whenever he feels some insult is being offered to the glory of England. His intolerable English arrogance has not endeared him to anyone in France. 





ANTOINE d'AUVERGNE - the King's cousin and the Royal treasurer


	One of the most powerful and influential men in the land, Antoine is his cousin, the King's, major financial adviser.  He is a largely unimpressive man, aged thirty three, and many of the gossips claim that the only possible explanation for his rise to power is his close family tie to the King.  He has a vast personal wealth and his sole indulgence seems to be his collection of miniature paintings, which is the largest in France. 





MELISANDE la VERGAREN - the King's mistress


	A beautiful noblewoman who is about twenty five. It is common knowledge that Melisande has been the King's favourite for almost seven years, and therein lies the problem.  Although none would dare be so indiscrete as to suggest to her that, due to her age, she has fallen from his favour, he has sent her away from Court and the court gossips have been quick to spread the  rumours that he has cast more than one amorous glance at the young daughters of the Compte de Ferrat.





GABRIEL FEUGERE - King's Musketeer  


	One of the Kings Musketeers, he has the reputation of being quick to anger but he is also an excellent pastry chef.  He is still quite young, only twenty seven, and quite popular at court. Unfortunately, the years he spent in the cut-throat cooking industry have scarred Gabriel - he is quick to anger and ruthless when fighting.  It is rumoured that his companions have often had to drag him off opponents before he killed them in his blind rage. 





GERARD DESCADEILLAS - King's Musketeer  


	The oldest of the Musketeers and renowned as the most sensible.  He keeps the others in line.  He is given to melancholic brooding at times and espouses views that have little faith in the constancy of women - he is something of a misogynist.  





VISCOMPTE JEAN-PIERRE de LABOUISSE-FORTAR - King's Musketeer  


	The youngest son of the Compte Rene de Labouisse-Fortar and Princess Ingrid of Austria, Jean-Pierre is likeable and rowdy, if perhaps a little vain.  He is a cousin of the Queen of France and he does not let anyone forget it. He is always splendidly dressed and maintains a string of mistresses and, with his meagre Musketeer allowance supplemented by his indulgent parents, he leads an extravagant life.  He is known for his bawdy wit and his week long carouses.





BLANCHE d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - Phillippe's wife  


	As the long suffering wife of the Marquis, Blanche is considered a figure of tragedy.  She is devoted to her family and to the Church and is well respected by all.  Her health has been failing her recently and she is not often seen in public, except to attend Church.





MATHIEU d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - Phillippe's son  


	A young and idealistic man, Mathieu has often been criticised in public by his father for being so impractical and foolish with money.  He has told everyone of how he longs for the excitement of the King's Court and he would no doubt be popular there - being young, charming and handsome.





'FLEUR' GRENCHEN VON STIMPFSTEIGL - Phillippe's ward


	This young woman recently arrived at the Marquis's chalet from her home in Austria.  Despite her terrible Germanic accent she appears to be quite charming and no-one is quite sure why she is the Marquis's ward.  One would think that a ward would cause expenses, so although rumour has it that 'Fleur', (Grenchen is such an ugly name), is the Marquis's cousin, his motives are unclear. 





VISCOMPTE GUILLAUME de CHALONS - young dispossessed noble


	This young man's father was a Count of estates near those of the Marquis d'Trarieux-Bourget.  After his father's death Guillaume discovered that his father had gambled heavily and was deeply in debt to the Marquis and other nobles.  Guillaume had no choice but to sell, to the Marquis, his ancestral home and all his estates except for the gamekeeper's cottage where he now resides with his elderly mother and two of his four sisters.  All debts were settled but little wealth remains. Only recently Guillaume was forced to sell his beloved horse and hounds, to afford a dowry for one of his sisters.  He is well liked, although he tends to be a little distant and his noble pride means he takes offence at any perceived slight.  He is very reclusive and hardly ever seen.





CLAUDETTE de CHALONS - Lady in Waiting to Prudence


	The youngest daughter of the deChalons family and Guillaume's sister. The family had lost all its land after the death of their father and there were many rumours just over a year ago that the Marquis Louis de Montpezat was going to marry Claudette and thus save the family from its poverty. These rumours stopped when he married the English lady, Prudence Brumfield. Claudette was hired instead as a lady-in-waiting to the new Marquise, which surprised the local gossips.





CORNELIUS LOCKE - English Royalist  


	An outspoken, dashing and cavalier supporter of the English royal family.  The recent beheading of King Charles by the supporters of the self styled "Lord Protector" of England, Oliver Cromwell, has thrown the nobility of England into disarray and many have fled to France. Cornelius has told tales of the heroic escape of some members of the royal family, but he has said nothing as to the fate of the heir, or indeed, now, the King, Charles II.  The Royalists have caused quite a sensation at the court of King Louis XIII and the mystery that surrounds Cornelius's presence at the de Montpezat estates has only added to his romantic charm. Cornelius epitomises the "cavaliers" who have remained loyal to the King of England -he is well dressed, charming, witty, hedonistic yet brave and a brilliant swordsman.  








DOCTOR HARL LAARSBROCKE - doctor


	Before his death the Marquis had sent word to the capital requesting a good doctor attend his wife in childbirth.  Clearly the doctor has arrived.  Even though he is Dutch, Doctor Laarsbrocke is immaculately dressed and very well spoken.  His every gesture inspires confidence in his medical skills - he is such a precise and clever man and it is reassuring to have him around.  He  is a distinguished looking man - reserved and pious. 





MOTHER HOPI - midwife


	The village midwife and a mysterious foreigner, even though she has lived in the village for about twenty years.  She is wise in the ways of herbs and simples and tends to all the women in the area when they are to give birth.  Before his death, the Marquis de Montpezat had sent for a doctor to tend his young wife.  Despite this, and the recent arrival of Doctor Laarsbrocke, Mother Hopi has apparently taken up residence at the de Montpezat estates to care for Prudence and oversee the birth.  Since there was real fear of her husband's tragic death hastening Prudence's childbirth no-one has denied the midwife, but with the doctor here now, that may change. She is, after all, only a peasant woman.





FATHER ARMAND - local priest


	The young priest is not a local, he was trained in a seminary in Paris and comes from a good family in Brittany.  He has been priest here for only eight months, coming after the death of old Father Jean-Luc at the age of eighty seven.  He has brought a good many new city ways with him, such as visiting ladies for scripture classes.  Still, at least his sermons are more exciting than Father Jean-Luc's were towards the end.  





LORD MINCE - Cardinal's Blade  


	This Blade is dashing and mysterious since he wears a mask at all times.  He has hinted that the reason for this is so as not to upset his family but many rumours have circulated including the suspicion that he is actually a lawless rogue who robs from the rich and fails to give to the poor.  Or perhaps he is really the King, using the disguise of being a Cardinal's Blade to observe his subjects.  There must be some dark secret behind the mask.








ERROL RATHBONE - Cardinal's Blade


	A Blade of dubious repute, Errol is rumoured to be debauched and unscrupulous. He is of English origin. There are some who say he was once a pirate on the Barbary Coast and many who wonder why such a man works for the Church.  He is, however, very dashing and debonair and he has a sort of wicked charm.  He is only twenty five, but he has led a full life and a hard one and his eyes are a little hard and sometimes cruel as a result.





ETTIENNE BOSSUET - lawyer


	A serious, young man Ettienne is clearly destined for greatness.  He is a lawyer in the employ of the Catholic Church, who has been sent along to resolve any problems with the inheritance of the de Montpezat estates. He is not a priest, although he seems to behave like one.      


�
MARQUISE BLANCHE d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET





CHARACTER DESCRIPTION : 


	As the long suffering wife of the Marquis, Blanche is considered a figure of tragedy.  She is devoted to her family and to the Church and is well respected by all.  Her health has been failing her recently and she is not seen often.





HISTORY :


	Blanche came from a noble wealthy family, and was at first free to enjoy life. She was engaged to be married to Gerard Descadeillas (who has gone on to become a Kings Musketeer). However in a fit of coquetry she called off the engagement knowing it would drive Gerard mad and hoping he  would try to win her back. Her parents were furious with her and arranged instead a marriage with the wealthy d'Trarieux-Bourget family.





	Blanche was married to Phillippe when she was about sixteen and she soon realised that he considered her to be one of his  possessions. She hoped that the birth of their first son would have softened Phillippe but he considers Mathieu just another way to amass more fortune.





	Her second pregnancy was a nightmare and she almost died in childbirth except for the ministrations of the midwife Mother Hopi. She was delirious from the pain and could only remember being told that tragically the child had been stillborn, after her horrific labour. Blanche fell into fits of depression, that were studiously ignored by Phillippe.





	Her dull life had become unbearable until the new priest Father Armand came to their town. The young priest has noble ties in Brittany and has in fact renounced his holy vows (quite secretly of course). He is the leader of a group of witches and he seduced Blanche into joining them and into many other debaucheries. Blanche when giving a choice of sitting at home learning pianoforte or wanton erotic rituals chose the latter. 





	Now that the initial excitement of her naive initiation into the coven has passed,  Blanche has grown to distrust Armand - she has seen no signs of any mystical powers but notices the way he flirts with the other women of the coven. Her interest in magic is a real one as she sees it as being one of the few means of escape she may have. 





	After Phillippe acquired the estates of the deChalons family she was asked if she was able to read the books in the  library - to her delight she found some old books that appear to deal with hedge magic and other arcane ramblings. One of the interesting passages deals with the affliction of lycanthropy and a complex spell that goes with it. She noticed a particular spell for summoning demons and has been attempting to use it so she can send them to punish Phillippe for his selfishness and Armand for his pride and unfaithfulness.





PERSONALITY :


	You are a strong women who is sick of playing the victim and has just started discovering how deceit and manipulation of others can make life far more interesting.








OBJECTIVES :


	1. Punish or preferably get rid of both Armand and Phillippe


	2. Protect Mathieu and make sure he gets whatever he wants.


	3. Learn all you can about the deChalons connections to magic and the books you discovered. You would dearly love to prove the existence of true magic and take over the coven. 





THE AREA OF FOUCAULT





	Nestled peacefully in the wooded south region of Normandy, Foucault is a picturesque area with a small village and a long and often dark history.   There have always been whisperings of evil doings in the woods around the town and even the least suspicious of the locals will not go out  near the woods at night.  Lately the whispers have become stronger - there are tales of witchcraft and sacrifices in amongst the brooding pine trees.  Most disturbingly, the wolves seem to be particularly bold this year - there have been a number of cattle and sheep killed and savaged  over the last few months.  The new priest, Father Armand, who has only been in Foucault for eight months, has called upon the congregation to unite in prayer and all will be well.


	 There are three noble families in the area - the de Chalons, de Montpezat and d'Trarieux-Bourget.  The de Chalons family are the oldest but they have recently fallen on hard times, with the loss of the family estates due to the former Count's gambling extravagances.  The estates were sold off to the Marquis d'Trarieux-Bourget only two  years ago at the death of Compte Guillaume de Chalons.   His wife, their four daughters and their son, Guillaume, were forced to move into the gameskeeper's cottage, where they remain.  


	The young Marquis Louis de Montpezat has recently died, after contracting a fever while hunting on his estates.  His widow, Prudence, is pregnant but if the child is a girl the estate will devolve to either the Church or the Crown.  


	The area around Foucault is currently being terrorised by a daring highwayman, who is known only as Cunning Jacques.  He has robbed a number of carriages as they pass by on their way to Paris, but he has harmed no-one and of some young ladies has demanded not their jewels but a kiss.  He has eluded all attempts of capture and has become quite a romantic hero, amongst the ladies.


	The people are loyal to the King, but also to the Church.  There is little political intrigue in Foucault as that occurs mainly in Paris.  Out here, most see the King as their temporal Lord and the Cardinal as their spiritual  Lord, as the representative of the Pope and hence, of God.    To most there is no conflict in this.





KNOWLEDGE OF OTHER CHARACTERS





MARQUISE PRUDENCE de MONTPEZAT - widow of the marquis  


	The Marquis Louis de Montpezat has chosen a most inopportune time to die.  His lovely, young English wife is pregnant with their only child and if it is a daughter his estates will pass to either the Church or the State, as there will be no heir.  The Marquise,  Prue, is an English rose of only eighteen; she is sweet and well spoken and is liked by many, despite her appalling accent.  She is kind natured and gentle - the recent loss of her husband has made her rather withdrawn and there are fears for her health. 


BRIGADIER RUPERT BRUMFIELD - the widow's brother    


	A staunch believer in all that is English,  Rupert doesn't like the French (or the Spanish, or the Dutch, or any other bally foreigners for that matter) and he thinks Prudence would have been better off marrying a decent English chappie.  He is a slightly paunchy, retired army Brigadier. He was wounded during service in the "Thirty Years War" and has a gammy leg.  He is only thirty nine.  He has a tendency to get very red in the face and start spluttering indignantly whenever he feels some insult is being offered to the glory of England. His intolerable English arrogance has not endeared him to anyone in France. 





ANTOINE d'AUVERGNE - the King's cousin and the Royal treasurer


	One of the most powerful and influential men in the land, Antoine is his cousin, the King's, major financial adviser.  He is a largely unimpressive man, aged thirty three, and many of the gossips claim that the only possible explanation for his rise to power is his close family tie to the King.  He has a vast personal wealth and his sole indulgence seems to be his collection of miniature paintings, which is the largest in France. 





MELISANDE la VERGAREN - the King's mistress


	A beautiful noblewoman who is about twenty five. It is common knowledge that Melisande has been the King's favourite for almost seven years, and therein lies the problem.  Although none would dare be so indiscrete as to suggest to her that, due to her age, she has fallen from his favour, he has sent her away from Court and the court gossips have been quick to spread the  rumours that he has cast more than one amorous glance at the young daughters of the Compte de Ferrat.





GABRIEL FEUGERE - King's Musketeer  


	One of the Kings Musketeers, he has the reputation of being quick to anger but he is also an excellent pastry chef.  He is still quite young, only twenty seven, and quite popular at court. Unfortunately, the years he spent in the cut-throat cooking industry have scarred Gabriel - he is quick to anger and ruthless when fighting.  It is rumoured that his companions have often had to drag him off opponents before he killed them in his blind rage. 





GERARD DESCADEILLAS - King's Musketeer  


	The oldest of the Musketeers and renowned as the most sensible.  He keeps the others in line.  He is given to melancholic brooding at times and espouses views that have little faith in the constancy of women - he is something of a misogynist.  





VISCOMPTE JEAN-PIERRE de LABOUISSE-FORTAR - King's Musketeer  


	The youngest son of the Compte Rene de Labouisse-Fortar and Princess Ingrid of Austria, Jean-Pierre is likeable and rowdy, if perhaps a little vain.  He is a cousin of the Queen of France and he does not let anyone forget it. He is always splendidly dressed and maintains a string of mistresses and, with his meagre Musketeer allowance supplemented by his indulgent parents, he leads an extravagant life.  He is known for his bawdy wit and his week long carouses.





MARQUIS PHILLIPPE d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - neighbour  


	The fabulously wealthy lord of the neighbouring Marque to the de Montpezat estates.  He is respected because of his wealth, but not trusted or liked.  He is seen as a ruthless man, driven by his desire for wealth.  He has no respect for anyone else, especially not his family and it is common gossip that the marriage is not a happy one. Since he treats his relatives as chattels, this is hardly surprising. 





MATHIEU d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - Phillippe's son  


	A young and idealistic man, Mathieu has often been criticised in public by his father for being so impractical and foolish with money.  He has told everyone of how he longs for the excitement of the King's Court and he would no doubt be popular there - being young, charming and handsome.








'FLEUR' GRENCHEN VON STIMPFSTEIGL - Phillippe's ward


	This young woman recently arrived at the Marquis's chalet from her home in Austria.  Despite her terrible Germanic accent she appears to be quite charming and no-one is quite sure why she isf the Marquis's ward.  One would think that a ward would cause expenses, so although rumour has it that 'Fleur', (Grenchen is such an ugly name), is the Marquis's cousin, his motives are unclear. 





VISCOMPTE GUILLAUME de CHALONS - young dispossessed noble


	This young man's father was a Count of estates near those of the Marquis d'Trarieux-Bourget.  After his father's death Guillaume discovered that his father had gambled heavily and was deeply in debt to the Marquis and other nobles.  Guillaume had no choice but to sell, to the Marquis, his ancestral home and all his estates except for the gamekeeper's cottage where he now resides with his elderly mother and two of his four sisters.  All debts were settled but little wealth remains. Only recently Guillaume was forced to sell his beloved horse and hounds, to afford a dowry for one of his sisters.  He is well liked, although he tends to be a little distant and his noble pride means he takes offence at any perceived slight.  He is very reclusive and hardly ever seen.





CLAUDETTE de CHALONS - Lady in Waiting to Prudence


	The youngest daughter of the deChalons family and Guillaume's sister. The family had lost all its land after the death of their father and there were many rumours just over a year ago that the Marquis Louis de Montpezat was going to marry Claudette and thus save the family from its poverty. These rumours stopped when he married the English lady, Prudence Brumfield. Claudette was hired instead as a lady-in-waiting to the new Marquise, which surprised the local gossips.





CORNELIUS LOCKE - English Royalist  


	An outspoken, dashing and cavalier supporter of the English royal family.  The recent beheading of King Charles by the supporters of the self styled "Lord Protector" of England, Oliver Cromwell, has thrown the nobility of England into disarray and many have fled to France. Cornelius has told tales of the heroic escape of some members of the royal family, but he has said nothing as to the fate of the heir, or indeed, now, the King, Charles II.  The Royalists have caused quite a sensation at the court of King Louis XIII and the mystery that surrounds Cornelius's presence at the de Montpezat estates has only added to his romantic charm. Cornelius epitomises the "cavaliers" who have remained loyal to the King of England -he is well dressed, charming, witty, hedonistic yet brave and a brilliant swordsman.  





DOCTOR HARL LAARSBROCKE - doctor


	Before his death the Marquis had sent word to the capital requesting a good doctor attend his wife in childbirth.  Clearly the doctor has arrived.  Even though he is Dutch, Doctor Laarsbrocke is immaculately dressed and very well spoken.  His every gesture inspires confidence in his medical skills - he is such a precise and clever man and it is reassuring to have him around.  He  is a distinguished looking man - reserved and pious. 





MOTHER HOPI - midwife


	The village midwife and a mysterious foreigner, even though she has lived in the village for about twenty years.  She is wise in the ways of herbs and simples and tends to all the women in the area when they are to give birth.  Before his death, the Marquis de Montpezat had sent for a doctor to tend his young wife.  Despite this, and the recent arrival of Doctor Laarsbrocke, Mother Hopi has apparently taken up residence at the de Montpezat estates to care for Prudence and oversee the birth.  Since there was real fear of her husband's tragic death hastening Prudence's childbirth no-one has denied the midwife, but with the doctor here now, that may change. She is, after all, only a peasant woman.


FATHER ARMAND - local priest


	The young priest is not a local, he was trained in a seminary in Paris and comes from a good family in Brittany.  He has been priest here for only eight months, coming after the death of old Father Jean-Luc at the age of eighty seven.  He has brought a good many new city ways with him, such as visiting ladies for scripture classes.  Still, at least his sermons are more exciting than Father Jean-Luc's were towards the end.  





LORD MINCE - Cardinal's Blade  


	This Blade is dashing and mysterious since he wears a mask at all times.  He has hinted that the reason for this is so as not to upset his family but many rumours have circulated including the suspicion that he is actually a lawless rogue who robs from the rich and fails to give to the poor.  Or perhaps he is really the King, using the disguise of being a Cardinal's Blade to observe his subjects.  There must be some dark secret behind the mask.





ERROL RATHBONE - Cardinal's Blade


	A Blade of dubious repute, Errol is rumoured to be debauched and unscrupulous. He is of English origin. There are some who say he was once a pirate on the Barbary Coast and many who wonder why such a man works for the Church.  He is, however, very dashing and debonair and he has a sort of wicked charm.  He is only twenty five, but he has led a full life and a hard one and his eyes are a little hard and sometimes cruel as a result.





ETTIENNE BOSSUET - lawyer


	A serious, young man Ettienne is clearly destined for greatness.  He is a lawyer in the employ of the Catholic Church, who has been sent along to resolve any problems with the inheritance of the de Montpezat estates. He is not a priest, although he seems to behave like one.      








�
MATHIEU d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET





CHARACTER DESCRIPTION :


	A young and idealistic man, Mathieu has often been criticised in public by his father for being so impractical and foolish with money.  He longs for the excitement of the King's Court and he would no doubt be popular there - being young, charming and handsome. Mathieu has long been tempted to run away to Paris but he does not want to see his mother suffer for it - he is a considerate lad.





HISTORY :


	Mathieu is the only child of Phillippe and Blanche d'Trarieux-Bourget, a wealthy noble couple who own much land in Foucault, the town where they live. 





	The marriage of Mathieu's parents is not a happy one and is the source of much gossip in the town. His mother has been never been the same since her second child died in childbirth. She is a pale, sickly women, who keeps to her rooms a lot. The unkind talk of Phillippes greed and ruthlessness is also common gossip and he has never been a good father. Recently he has started talk of wanting to marry Mathieu to a rich women - at the moment it is the recently widowed Marquise Prudence deMonpezat, who could be a chance of obtaining a lot of estates into the bargain.





	Mathieu is not interested in this idea at all - he wants to become a Musketeer or a Blade and have some excitement before he is forced to settle down. 


	


	


PERSONALITY :


	You are young and enthusiastic and want to escape the tedium of keeping estates and other such business. You romanticise the role of men of action such as the Musketeers and Blades and dearly would like to be accepted into one of the groups.





OBJECTIVES :


	1. Become a musketeer or blade or at least get a firm promise of acceptance if your family will let you go.


	2. Avoid being tied down by your father into an arranged marriage.


	3. See if there is a way to relieve your mothers suffering. 





THE AREA OF FOUCAULT





	Nestled peacefully in the wooded south region of Normandy, Foucault is a picturesque area with a small village and a long and often dark history.   There have always been whisperings of evil doings in the woods around the town and even the least suspicious of the locals will not go out  near the woods at night.  Lately the whispers have become stronger - there are tales of witchcraft and sacrifices in amongst the brooding pine trees.  Most disturbingly, the wolves seem to be particularly bold this year - there have been a number of cattle and sheep killed and savaged  over the last few months.  The new priest, Father Armand, who has only been in Foucault for eight months, has called upon the congregation to unite in prayer and all will be well.





	 There are three noble families in the area - the de Chalons, de Montpezat and d'Trarieux-Bourget.  The de Chalons family are the oldest but they have recently fallen on hard times, with the loss of the family estates due to the former Count's gambling extravagances.  The estates were sold off to the Marquis d'Trarieux-Bourget only two  years ago at the death of Compte Guillaume de Chalons.   His wife, their four daughters and their son, Guillaume, were forced to move into the gameskeeper's cottage, where they remain.  


	The young Marquis Louis de Montpezat has recently died, after contracting a fever while hunting on his estates.  His widow, Prudence, is pregnant but if the child is a girl the estate will devolve to either the Church or the Crown.  


	The area around Foucault is currently being terrorised by a daring highwayman, who is known only as Cunning Jacques.  He has robbed a number of carriages as they pass by on their way to Paris, but he has harmed no-one and of some young ladies has demanded not their jewels but a kiss.  He has eluded all attempts of capture and has become quite a romantic hero, amongst the ladies.


	The people are loyal to the King, but also to the Church.  There is little political intrigue in Foucault as that occurs mainly in Paris.  Out here, most see the King as their temporal Lord and the Cardinal as their spiritual  Lord, as the representative of the Pope and hence, of God.    To most there is no conflict in this.





KNOWLEDGE OF OTHER CHARACTERS





MARQUISE PRUDENCE de MONTPEZAT - widow of the marquis  


	The Marquis Louis de Montpezat has chosen a most inopportune time to die.  His lovely, young English wife is pregnnt with their only child and if it is a daughter his estates will pass to either the Church or the State, as there will be no heir.  The Marquise,  Prue, is an English rose of only eighteen; she is sweet and well spoken and is liked by many, despite her appalling accent.  She is kind natured and gentle - the recent loss of her husband has made her rather withdrawn and there are fears for her health. 





BRIGADIER RUPERT BRUMFIELD - the widow's brother    


	A staunch believer in all that is English,  Rupert doesn't like the French (or the Spanish, or the Dutch, or any other bally foreigners for that matter) and he thinks Prudence would have been better off marrying a decent English chappie.  He is a slightly paunchy, retired army Brigadier. He was wounded during service in the "Thirty Years War" and has a gammy leg.  He is only thirty nine.  He has a tendency to get very red in the face and start spluttering indignantly whenever he feels some insult is being offered to the glory of England. His intolerable English arrogance has not endeared him to anyone in France. 





ANTOINE d'AUVERGNE - the King's cousin and the Royal treasurer


	One of the most powerful and influential men in the land, Antoine is his cousin, the King's, major financial adviser.  He is a largely unimpressive man, aged thirty three, and many of the gossips claim that the only possible explanation for his rise to power is his close family tie to the King.  He has a vast personal wealth and his sole indulgence seems to be his collection of miniature paintings, which is the largest in France. 








MELISANDE la VERGAREN - the King's mistress


	A beautiful noblewoman who is about twenty five. It is common knowledge that Melisande has been the King's favourite for almost seven years, and therein lies the problem.  Although none would dare be so indiscrete as to suggest to her that, due to her age, she has fallen from his favour, he has sent her away from Court and the court gossips have been quick to spread the  rumours that he has cast more than one amorous glance at the young daughters of the Compte de Ferrat.





GABRIEL FEUGERE - King's Musketeer  


	One of the Kings Musketeers, he has the reputation of being quick to anger but he is also an excellent pastry chef.  He is still quite young, only twenty seven, and quite popular at court. Unfortunately, the years he spent in the cut-throat cooking industry have scarred Gabriel - he is quick to anger and ruthless when fighting.  It is rumoured that his companions have often had to drag him off opponents before he killed them in his blind rage. 





GERARD DESCADEILLAS - King's Musketeer  


	The oldest of the Musketeers and renowned as the most sensible.  He keeps the others in line.  He is given to melancholic brooding at times and espouses views that have little faith in the constancy of women - he is something of a misogynist.  





VISCOMPTE JEAN-PIERRE de LABOUISSE-FORTAR - King's Musketeer  


	The youngest son of the Compte Rene de Labouisse-Fortar and Princess Ingrid of Austria, Jean-Pierre is likeable and rowdy, if perhaps a little vain.  He is a cousin of the Queen of France and he does not let anyone forget it. He is always splendidly dressed and maintains a string of mistresses and, with his meagre Musketeer allowance supplemented by his indulgent parents, he leads an extravagant life.  He is known for his bawdy wit and his week long carouses.





MARQUIS PHILLIPPE d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - neighbour  


	The fabulously wealthy lord of the neighbouring Marque to the de Montpezat estates.  He is respected because of his wealth, but not trusted or liked.  He is seen as a ruthless man, driven by his desire for wealth.  He has no respect for anyone else, especially not his family and it is common gossip that the marriage is not a happy one. Since he treats his relatives as chattels, this is hardly surprising. 





BLANCHE d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - Phillippe's wife  


	As the long suffering wife of the Marquis, Blanche is considered a figure of tragedy.  She is devoted to her family and to the Church and is well respected by all.  Her health has been failing her recently and she is not often seen in public, except to attend Church.





'FLEUR' GRENCHEN VON STIMPFSTEIGL - Phillippe's ward


	This young woman recently arrived at the Marquis's chalet from her home in Austria.  Despite her terrible Germanic accent she appears to be quite charming and no-one is quite sure why she is the Marquis's ward.  One would think that a ward would cause expenses, so although rumour has it that 'Fleur', (Grenchen is such an ugly name), is the Marquis's cousin, his motives are unclear. 








VISCOMPTE GUILLAUME de CHALONS - young dispossessed noble


	This young man's father was a Count of estates near those of the Marquis d'Trarieux-Bourget.  After his father's death Guillaume discovered that his father had gambled heavily and was deeply in debt to the Marquis and other nobles.  Guillaume had no choice but to sell, to the Marquis, his ancestral home and all his estates except for the gamekeeper's cottage where he now resides with his elderly mother and two of his four sisters.  All debts were settled but little wealth remains. Only recently Guillaume was forced to sell his beloved horse and hounds, to afford a dowry for one of his sisters.  He is well liked, although he tends to be a little distant and his noble pride means he takes offence at any perceived slight.  He is very reclusive and hardly ever seen.





CLAUDETTE de CHALONS - Lady in Waiting to Prudence


	The youngest daughter of the deChalons family and Guillaume's sister. The family had lost all its land after the death of their father and there were many rumours just over a year ago that the Marquis Louis de Montpezat was going to marry Claudette and thus save the family from its poverty. These rumours stopped when he married the English lady, Prudence Brumfield. Claudette was hired instead as a lady-in-waiting to the new Marquise, which surprised the local gossips.





CORNELIUS LOCKE - English Royalist  


	An outspoken, dashing and cavalier supporter of the English royal family.  The recent beheading of King Charles by the supporters of the self styled "Lord Protector" of England, Oliver Cromwell, has thrown the nobility of England into disarray and many have fled to France. Cornelius has told tales of the heroic escape of some members of the royal family, but he has said nothing as to the fate of the heir, or indeed, now, the King, Charles II.  The Royalists have caused quite a sensation at the court of King Louis XIII and the mystery that surrounds Cornelius's presence at the de Montpezat estates has only added to his romantic charm. Cornelius epitomises the "cavaliers" who have remained loyal to the King of England -he is well dressed, charming, witty, hedonistic yet brave and a brilliant swordsman.  





DOCTOR HARL LAARSBROCKE - doctor


	Before his death the Marquis had sent word to the capital requesting a good doctor attend his wife in childbirth.  Clearly the doctor has arrived.  Even though he is Dutch, Doctor Laarsbrocke is immaculately dressed and very well spoken.  His every gesture inspires confidence in his medical skills - he is such a precise and clever man and it is reassuring to have him around.  He  is a distinguished looking man - reserved and pious. 





MOTHER HOPI - midwife


	The village midwife and a mysterious foreigner, even though she has lived in the village for about twenty years.  She is wise in the ways of herbs and simples and tends to all the women in the area when they are to give birth.  Before his death, the Marquis de Montpezat had sent for a doctor to tend his young wife.  Despite this, and the recent arrival of Doctor Laarsbrocke, Mother Hopi has apparently taken up residence at the de Montpezat estates to care for Prudence and oversee the birth.  Since there was real fear of her husband's tragic death hastening Prudence's childbirth no-one has denied the midwife, but with the doctor here now, that may change. She is, after all, only a peasant woman.








FATHER ARMAND - local priest


	The young priest is not a local, he was trained in a seminary in Paris and comes from a good family in Brittany.  He has been priest here for only eight months, coming after the death of old Father Jean-Luc at the age of eighty seven.  He has brought a good many new city ways with him, such as visiting ladies for scripture classes.  Still, at least his sermons are more exciting than Father Jean-Luc's were towards the end.  





LORD MINCE - Cardinal's Blade  


	This Blade is dashing and mysterious since he wears a mask at all times.  He has hinted that the reason for this is so as not to upset his family but many rumours have circulated including the suspicion that he is actually a lawless rogue who robs from the rich and fails to give to the poor.  Or perhaps he is really the King, using the disguise of being a Cardinal's Blade to observe his subjects.  There must be some dark secret behind the mask.








ERROL RATHBONE - Cardinal's Blade


	A Blade of dubious repute, Errol is rumoured to be debauched and unscrupulous. He is of English origin. There are some who say he was once a pirate on the Barbary Coast and many who wonder why such a man works for the Church.  He is, however, very dashing and debonair and he has a sort of wicked charm.  He is only twenty five, but he has led a full life and a hard one and his eyes are a little hard and sometimes cruel as a result.





ETTIENNE BOSSUET - lawyer


	A serious, young man Ettienne is clearly destined for greatness.  He is a lawyer in the employ of the Catholic Church, who has been sent along to resolve any problems with the inheritance of the de Montpezat estates. He is not a priest, although he seems to behave like one.      








�
VICOMPTE GUILLAUME de CHALONS





CHARACTER DESCRIPTION :


 This young man's father was a Count of estates near those of the Marquis d'Trarieux-Bourget.   He is well liked, although he tends to be a little distant and his noble pride means he takes offence at any perceived slight. He is withdrawn, some would say sullen, but it is pride and fear of himself that keeps him away from others





HISTORY :


	Guillaume is the only son of the deChalons family and looks after his widowed mother and youngest sister Claudette. 





	After his father's death, two years ago, Guillaume discovered that his father had gambled heavily and was deeply in debt to the Marquis d'Trarieux-Bouget and other nobles.  Guillaume had no choice but to sell, to the Marquis, his ancestral home and all his estates except for the game keeper's cottage where he now resides with his elderly mother and two of his four sisters.  All debts were settled but little wealth remains. Only recently Guillaume was forced to sell his beloved horse and hounds, to afford a dowry for one of his sisters. At one stage the family was hoping the Marquis Louis de Montpezat was going to marry his sister Claudette and save the family but he married a foreigner (Prudence) a little over a year ago, though they did take Claudette on as a lady-in-waiting. Guillaume was furious but held his tongue. He believes that the Marquis, whom he had considered a friend, had toyed with Claudette but as Claudette seemed not to want to make a fuss, and got on well with the Marquis young wife, Guillaume did not make a scene.





	To Guillames horror he has discovered the only thing he has inherited from his father is a curse - the male members of the deChalons family are stricken with lycanthropy - at first he thought he was going insane until he finally confided in his mother and she told him that his father also had "fits of madness". From research notes in his fathers diaries he has discovered that the curse seems to pass to the oldest surviving male of the deChalons line. It seems to have something to do with a pact with dark forces that was broken by his great-great-grandfather, but Guillaume has been unable to discover anymore.  He is sure there must be more information in the old books from his ancestral library but that is now owned by the d'Trarieux-Bourgets.





	He deliberately avoids people so he cannot "inflict his madness" upon them. He hears reports of mutilated cattle that occur at certain times of the month and he is fearful it is his doing but he has little memories of his outings as the wolf.





	One thing he does recall is seeing the priest, father Armand, just as dawn was breaking, only a few days ago. Guillaume was about to return to human form - he could feel it beginning to happen when he looked up and saw the priest. Armand turned and fled, but Guillaume is not sure how much he saw. He did notice the priest was looking very dishevelled, but then, so was Guillaume.


PERSONALITY :


	You are quiet and sullen and try to avoid people if possible. However you have come out of your self-imposed social exile to attend the funeral of Marquis Louis deMontpezat who was a close friend of your family. You are aware your appearance after the loss of your land and refusal to talk to people, is going to cause a bit of a stir.





OBJECTIVES :


	1. Get revenge for losing his father's estate


	2. Try to find a way to cure your "affliction". You realise you will need to discover more about witchcraft to do this but you feel you are already damned anyway.


	3. Protect the honour of your family name and your sister and mother.





THE AREA OF FOUCAULT





	Nestled peacefully in the wooded south region of Normandy, Foucault is a picturesque area with a small village and a long and often dark history.   There have always been whisperings of evil doings in the woods around the town and even the least suspicious of the locals will not go out  near the woods at night.  Lately the whispers have become stronger - there are tales of witchcraft and sacrifices in amongst the brooding pine trees.  Most disturbingly, the wolves seem to be particularly bold this year - there have been a number of cattle and sheep killed and savaged  over the last few months.  The new priest, Father Armand, who has only been in Foucault for eight months, has called upon the congregation to unite in prayer and all will be well.


	 There are three noble families in the area - the de Chalons, de Montpezat and d'Trarieux-Bourget.  The de Chalons family are the oldest but they have recently fallen on hard times, with the loss of the family estates due to the former Count's gambling extravagances.  The estates were sold off to the Marquis d'Trarieux-Bourget only two  years ago at the death of Compte Guillaume de Chalons.   His wife, their four daughters and their son, Guillaume, were forced to move into the gameskeeper's cottage, where they remain.  


	The young Marquis Louis de Montpezat has recently died, after contracting a fever while hunting on his estates.  His widow, Prudence, is pregnant but if the child is a girl the estate will devolve to either the Church or the Crown.  


	The area around Foucault is currently being terrorised by a daring highwayman, who is known only as Cunning Jacques.  He has robbed a number of carriages as they pass by on their way to Paris, but he has harmed no-one and of some young ladies has demanded not their jewels but a kiss.  He has eluded all attempts of capture and has become quite a romantic hero, amongst the ladies.


	The people are loyal to the King, but also to the Church.  There is little political intrigue in Foucault as that occurs mainly in Paris.  Out here, most see the King as their temporal Lord and the Cardinal as their spiritual  Lord, as the representative of the Pope and hence, of God.    To most there is no conflict in this.





KNOWLEDGE OF OTHER CHARACTERS





MARQUISE PRUDENCE de MONTPEZAT - widow of the marquis  


	The Marquis Louis de Montpezat has chosen a most inopportune time to die.  His lovely, young English wife is pregnant with their only child and if it is a daughter his estates will pass to either the Church or the State, as there will be no heir.  The Marquise,  Prue, is an English rose of only eighteen; she is sweet and well spoken and is liked by many, despite her appalling accent.  She is kind natured and gentle - the recent loss of her husband has made her rather withdrawn and there are fears for her health. 





BRIGADIER RUPERT BRUMFIELD - the widow's brother    


	A staunch believer in all that is English,  Rupert doesn't like the French (or the Spanish, or the Dutch, or any other bally foreigners for that matter) and he thinks Prudence would have been better off marrying a decent English chappie.  He is a slightly paunchy, retired army Brigadier. He was wounded during service in the "Thirty Years War" and has a gammy leg.  He is only thirty nine.  He has a tendency to get very red in the face and start spluttering indignantly whenever he feels some insult is being offered to the glory of England. His intolerable English arrogance has not endeared him to anyone in France. 





ANTOINE d'AUVERGNE - the King's cousin and the Royal treasurer


	One of the most powerful and influential men in the land, Antoine is his cousin, the King's, major financial adviser.  He is a largely unimpressive man, aged thirty three, and many of the gossips claim that the only possible explanation for his rise to power is his close family tie to the King.  He has a vast personal wealth and his sole indulgence seems to be his collection of miniature paintings, which is the largest in France. 





MELISANDE la VERGAREN - the King's mistress


	A beautiful noblewoman who is about twenty five. It is common knowledge that Melisande has been the King's favourite for almost seven years, and therein lies the problem.  Although none would dare be so indiscrete as to suggest to her that, due to her age, she has fallen from his favour, he has sent her away from Court and the court gossips have been quick to spread the  rumours that he has cast more than one amorous glance at the young daughters of the Compte de Ferrat.





GABRIEL FEUGERE - King's Musketeer  


	One of the Kings Musketeers, he has the reputation of being quick to anger but he is also an excellent pastry chef.  He is still quite young, only twenty seven, and quite popular at court. Unfortunately, the years he spent in the cut-throat cooking industry have scarred Gabriel - he is quick to anger and ruthless when fighting.  It is rumoured that his companions have often had to drag him off opponents before he killed them in his blind rage. 





GERARD DESCADEILLAS - King's Musketeer  


	The oldest of the Musketeers and renowned as the most sensible.  He keeps the others in line.  He is given to melancholic brooding at times and espouses views that have little faith in the constancy of women - he is something of a misogynist.  





VISCOMPTE JEAN-PIERRE de LABOUISSE-FORTAR - King's Musketeer  


	The youngest son of the Compte Rene de Labouisse-Fortar and Princess Ingrid of Austria, Jean-Pierre is likeable and rowdy, if perhaps a little vain.  He is a cousin of the Queen of France and he does not let anyone forget it. He is always splendidly dressed and maintains a string of mistresses and, with his meagre Musketeer allowance supplemented by his indulgent parents, he leads an extravagant life.  He is known for his bawdy wit and his week long carouses.





MARQUIS PHILLIPPE d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - neighbour  


	The fabulously wealthy lord of the neighbouring Marque to the de Montpezat estates.  He is respected because of his wealth, but not trusted or liked.  He is seen as a ruthless man, driven by his desire for wealth.  He has no respect for anyone else, especially not his family and it is common gossip that the marriage is not a happy one. Since he treats his relatives as chattels, this is hardly surprising. 





BLANCHE d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - Phillippe's wife  


	As the long suffering wife of the Marquis, Blanche is considered a figure of tragedy.  She is devoted to her family and to the Church and is well respected by all.  Her health has been failing her recently and she is not often seen in public, except to attend Church.





MATHIEU d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - Phillippe's son  


	A young and idealistic man, Mathieu has often been criticised in public by his father for being so impractical and foolish with money.  He has told everyone of how he longs for the excitement of the King's Court and he would no doubt be popular there - being young, charming and handsome.





'FLEUR' GRENCHEN VON STIMPFSTEIGL - Phillippe's ward


	This young woman recently arrived at the Marquis's chalet from her home in Austria.  Despite her terrible Germanic accent she appears to be quite charming and no-one is quite sure why she is the Marquis's ward.  One would think that a ward would cause expenses, so although rumour has it that 'Fleur', (Grenchen is such an ugly name), is the Marquis's cousin, his motives are unclear. 





CLAUDETTE de CHALONS - Lady in Waiting to Prudence


	The youngest daughter of the deChalons family and Guillaume's sister. The family had lost all its land after the death of their father and there were many rumours just over a year ago that the Marquis Louis de Montpezat was going to marry Claudette and thus save the family from its poverty. These rumours stopped when he married the English lady, Prudence Brumfield. Claudette was hired instead as a lady-in-waiting to the new Marquise, which surprised the local gossips.





CORNELIUS LOCKE - English Royalist  


	An outspoken, dashing and cavalier supporter of the English royal family.  The recent beheading of King Charles by the supporters of the self styled "Lord Protector" of England, Oliver Cromwell, has thrown the nobility of England into disarray and many have fled to France. Cornelius has told tales of the heroic escape of some members of the royal family, but he has said nothing as to the fate of the heir, or indeed, now, the King, Charles II.  The Royalists have caused quite a sensation at the court of King Louis XIII and the mystery that surrounds Cornelius's presence at the de Montpezat estates has only added to his romantic charm. Cornelius epitomises the "cavaliers" who have remained loyal to the King of England -he is well dressed, charming, witty, hedonistic yet brave and a brilliant swordsman.  





DOCTOR HARL LAARSBROCKE - doctor


	Before his death the Marquis had sent word to the capital requesting a good doctor attend his wife in childbirth.  Clearly the doctor has arrived.  Even though he is Dutch, Doctor Laarsbrocke is immaculately dressed and very well spoken.  His every gesture inspires confidence in his medical skills - he is such a precise and clever man and it is reassuring to have him around.  He  is a distinguished looking man - reserved and pious. 








MOTHER HOPI - midwife


	The village midwife and a mysterious foreigner, even though she has lived in the village for about twenty years.  She is wise in the ways of herbs and simples and tends to all the women in the area when they are to give birth.  Before his death, the Marquis de Montpezat had sent for a doctor to tend his young wife.  Despite this, and the recent arrival of Doctor Laarsbrocke, Mother Hopi has apparently taken up residence at the de Montpezat estates to care for Prudence and oversee the birth.  Since there was real fear of her husband's tragic death hastening Prudence's childbirth no-one has denied the midwife, but with the doctor here now, that may change. She is, after all, only a peasant woman.





FATHER ARMAND - local priest


	The young priest is not a local, he was trained in a seminary in Paris and comes from a good family in Brittany.  He has been priest here for only eight months, coming after the death of old Father Jean-Luc at the age of eighty seven.  He has brought a good many new city ways with him, such as visiting ladies for scripture classes.  Still, at least his sermons are more exciting than Father Jean-Luc's were towards the end.  





LORD MINCE - Cardinal's Blade  


	This Blade is dashing and mysterious since he wears a mask at all times.  He has hinted that the reason for this is so as not to upset his family but many rumours have circulated including the suspicion that he is actually a lawless rogue who robs from the rich and fails to give to the poor.  Or perhaps he is really the King, using the disguise of being a Cardinal's Blade to observe his subjects.  There must be some dark secret behind the mask.








ERROL RATHBONE - Cardinal's Blade


	A Blade of dubious repute, Errol is rumoured to be debauched and unscrupulous. He is of English origin. There are some who say he was once a pirate on the Barbary Coast and many who wonder why such a man works for the Church.  He is, however, very dashing and debonair and he has a sort of wicked charm.  He is only twenty five, but he has led a full life and a hard one and his eyes are a little hard and sometimes cruel as a result.





ETTIENNE BOSSUET - lawyer


	A serious, young man Ettienne is clearly destined for greatness.  He is a lawyer in the employ of the Catholic Church, who has been sent along to resolve any problems with the inheritance of the de Montpezat estates. He is not a priest, although he seems to behave like one.      














�
CLAUDETTE de CHALONS





CHARACTER DESCRIPTION : 


	The youngest daughter of the deChalon family. The family has recently lost all its land after the death of the father and there were widespread rumours that the Marquis Louis de Montpezat was going to marry Claudette and thus save the family. These rumours stopped when he married the English lady Prudence. Claudette was hired as a lady-in-waiting which surprised the local gossips.





HISTORY :


	After their father's death, three years ago, Claudette discovered that their father had gambled heavily and was deeply in debt to the Marquis and other nobles. Claudettes brother, Guillaume had little choice but to sell, to the Marquis, his ancestral home and all his estates except for the game keeper's cottage where  Claudette, Guillaume and their elderly mother reside.  All debts were settled but little wealth remains. Only recently Guillaume was forced to sell his beloved horse and hounds, to afford a dowry for one of his sisters. 


	Claudette has disturbingly discovered she is in love with her brother Guillaume but has not known how to approach this situation.


	One stage the family was hoping the Marquis Louis de Monzpezat was going to marry his Claudette and these were rumours that Claudette had made up to make Guillamue jealous and in truth the Marquis had only shown her the kindness he extended to all the family. He  married a foreigner (Prudence) a little over a year ago, though they did take Claudette on as a lady-in-waiting. Guillamue was furious because he thought the Marquis had toyed with Claudette but he held his tongue.


	The family can barely afford to survive on the meagre allowance she recieves from the Marquise, and has been supplementing their income by highway robbery - she is in fact "Cunning Jacques" the notorious highwayman. She has managed to cut quite a figure in the local folklore by being flamboyant, daring and not harming any of her victims.


	Recently when she was sneaking home after a late night raid she noticed Guillaume coming back from the woods, half-naked covered in sweat and dirt. From then on she kept an eye on him and noticed his evening sojourns were quite frequent - she followed him once and although she lost him, she came upon a group of people performing bizarre practices in the woods - horrified she realised they were in league with the devil and she is fearful that Guillaume is a member of their debauched coven.


	Another reason she is worried is that recently she stole a unique trinket from the Marquis Phillippe, that was being delivered by courier. It is a bottle on a chain filled with water - Claudette thought it was probably holy water and she gave it to her mother. However only a day ago it went missing and although her and her mother looked everywhere it could not be found - Claudette is afraid it has been stolen in turn and if it gets back to Phillippe he may be able to uncover her secret identity. 





PERSONALITY :


	You are a women with hidden depths - whilst always acting the polite lady in waiting in present company, you are quite brave and would not shy from a fight (this side of your personality shows itself in when you commit highway robbery and you have discovered to your amusement that Cunning Jacques has become somewhat of a romantic figure with the ladies of Forcoult. Your obsession with your brother lingers somewhere between embarrassment and lust and you don't want anyone else to know about it. You feel you are a complex person and also slightly unstable.








OBJECTIVES :


	1. Try to raise money so your family can live comfortably.


	2. Try to save your brother's soul from the clutches of dark forces.


	3. Protect your identity as Cunning Jacques - try to retrieve an object which may give away your secret.











THE AREA OF FOUCAULT





	Nestled peacefully in the wooded south region of Normandy, Foucault is a picturesque area with a small village and a long and often dark history.   There have always been whisperings of evil doings in the woods around the town and even the least suspicious of the locals will not go out  near the woods at night.  Lately the whispers have become stronger - there are tales of witchcraft and sacrifices in amongst the brooding pine trees.  Most disturbingly, the wolves seem to be particularly bold this year - there have been a number of cattle and sheep killed and savaged  over the last few months.  The new priest, Father Armand, who has only been in Foucault for eight months, has called upon the congregation to unite in prayer and all will be well.


	 There are three noble families in the area - the de Chalons, de Montpezat and d'Trarieux-Bourget.  The de Chalons family are the oldest but they have recently fallen on hard times, with the loss of the family estates due to the former Count's gambling extravagances.  The estates were sold off to the Marquis d'Trarieux-Bourget only two  years ago at the death of Compte Guillaume de Chalons.   His wife, their four daughters and their son, Guillaume, were forced to move into the gameskeeper's cottage, where they remain.  


	The young Marquis Louis de Montpezat has recently died, after contracting a fever while hunting on his estates.  His widow, Prudence, is pregnant but if the child is a girl the estate will devolve to either the Church or the Crown.  


	The area around Foucault is currently being terrorised by a daring highwayman, who is known only as Cunning Jacques.  He has robbed a number of carriages as they pass by on their way to Paris, but he has harmed no-one and of some young ladies has demanded not their jewels but a kiss.  He has eluded all attempts of capture and has become quite a romantic hero, amongst the ladies.


	The people are loyal to the King, but also to the Church.  There is little political intrigue in Foucault as that occurs mainly in Paris.  Out here, most see the King as their temporal Lord and the Cardinal as their spiritual  Lord, as the representative of the Pope and hence, of God.    To most there is no conflict in this.





KNOWLEDGE OF OTHER CHARACTERS





MARQUISE PRUDENCE de MONTPEZAT - widow of the marquis  


	The Marquis Louis de Montpezat has chosen a most inopportune time to die.  His lovely, young English wife is pregnant with their only child and if it is a daughter his estates will pass to either the Church or the State, as there will be no heir.  The Marquise,  Prue, is an English rose of only eighteen; she is sweet and well spoken and is liked by many, despite her appalling accent.  She is kind natured and gentle - the recent loss of her husband has made her rather withdrawn and there are fears for her health. 


BRIGADIER RUPERT BRUMFIELD - the widow's brother    


	A staunch believer in all that is English,  Rupert doesn't like the French (or the Spanish, or the Dutch, or any other bally foreigners for that matter) and he thinks Prudence would have been better off marrying a decent English chappie.  He is a slightly paunchy, retired army Brigadier. He was wounded during service in the "Thirty Years War" and has a gammy leg.  He is only thirty nine.  He has a tendency to get very red in the face and start spluttering indignantly whenever he feels some insult is being offered to the glory of England. His intolerable English arrogance has not endeared him to anyone in France. 








ANTOINE d'AUVERGNE - the King's cousin and the Royal treasurer


	One of the most powerful and influential men in the land, Antoine is his cousin, the King's, major financial adviser.  He is a largely unimpressive man, aged thirty three, and many of the gossips claim that the only possible explanation for his rise to power is his close family tie to the King.  He has a vast personal wealth and his sole indulgence seems to be his collection of miniature paintings, which is the largest in France. 





MELISANDE la VERGAREN - the King's mistress


	A beautiful noblewoman who is about twenty five. It is common knowledge that Melisande has been the King's favourite for almost seven years, and therein lies the problem.  Although none would dare be so indiscrete as to suggest to her that, due to her age, she has fallen from his favour, he has sent her away from Court and the court gossips have been quick to spread the  rumours that he has cast more than one amorous glance at the young daughters of the Compte de Ferrat.





GABRIEL FEUGERE - King's Musketeer  


	One of the Kings Musketeers, he has the reputation of being quick to anger but he is also an excellent pastry chef.  He is still quite young, only twenty seven, and quite popular at court. Unfortunately, the years he spent in the cut-throat cooking industry have scarred Gabriel - he is quick to anger and ruthless when fighting.  It is rumoured that his companions have often had to drag him off opponents before he killed them in his blind rage. 





GERARD DESCADEILLAS - King's Musketeer  


	The oldest of the Musketeers and renowned as the most sensible.  He keeps the others in line.  He is given to melancholic brooding at times and espouses views that have little faith in the constancy of women - he is something of a misogynist.  





VISCOMPTE JEAN-PIERRE de LABOUISSE-FORTAR - King's Musketeer  


	The youngest son of the Compte Rene de Labouisse-Fortar and Princess Ingrid of Austria, Jean-Pierre is likeable and rowdy, if perhaps a little vain.  He is a cousin of the Queen of France and he does not let anyone forget it. He is always splendidly dressed and maintains a string of mistresses and, with his meagre Musketeer allowance supplemented by his indulgent parents, he leads an extravagant life.  He is known for his bawdy wit and his week long carouses.





MARQUIS PHILLIPPE d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - neighbour  


	The fabulously wealthy lord of the neighbouring Marque to the de Montpezat estates.  He is respected because of his wealth, but not trusted or liked.  He is seen as a ruthless man, driven by his desire for wealth.  He has no respect for anyone else, especially not his family and it is common gossip that the marriage is not a happy one. Since he treats his relatives as chattels, this is hardly surprising. 





BLANCHE d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - Phillippe's wife  


	As the long suffering wife of the Marquis, Blanche is considered a figure of tragedy.  She is devoted to her family and to the Church and is well respected by all.  Her health has been failing her recently and she is not often seen in public, except to attend Church.





MATHIEU d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - Phillippe's son  


	A young and idealistic man, Mathieu has often been criticised in public by his father for being so impractical and foolish with money.  He has told everyone of how he longs for the excitement of the King's Court and he would no doubt be popular there - being young, charming and handsome.





'FLEUR' GRENCHEN VON STIMPFSTEIGL - Phillippe's ward


	This young woman recently arrived at the Marquis's chalet from her home in Austria.  Despite her terrible Germanic accent she appears to be quite charming and no-one is quite sure why she is the Marquis's ward.  One would think that a ward would cause expenses, so although rumour has it that 'Fleur', (Grenchen is such an ugly name), is the Marquis's cousin, his motives are unclear. 





VISCOMPTE GUILLAUME de CHALONS - young dispossessed noble


	This young man's father was a Count of estates near those of the Marquis d'Trarieux-Bourget.  After his father's death Guillaume discovered that his father had gambled heavily and was deeply in debt to the Marquis and other nobles.  Guillaume had no choice but to sell, to the Marquis, his ancestral home and all his estates except for the gamekeeper's cottage where he now resides with his elderly mother and two of his four sisters.  All debts were settled but little wealth remains. Only recently Guillaume was forced to sell his beloved horse and hounds, to afford a dowry for one of his sisters.  He is well liked, although he tends to be a little distant and his noble pride means he takes offence at any perceived slight.  He is very reclusive and hardly ever seen.





CORNELIUS LOCKE - English Royalist  


	An outspoken, dashing and cavalier supporter of the English royal family.  The recent beheading of King Charles by the supporters of the self styled "Lord Protector" of England, Oliver Cromwell, has thrown the nobility of England into disarray and many have fled to France. Cornelius has told tales of the heroic escape of some members of the royal family, but he has said nothing as to the fate of the heir, or indeed, now, the King, Charles II.  The Royalists have caused quite a sensation at the court of King Louis XIII and the mystery that surrounds Cornelius's presence at the de Montpezat estates has only added to his romantic charm. Cornelius epitomises the "cavaliers" who have remained loyal to the King of England -he is well dressed, charming, witty, hedonistic yet brave and a brilliant swordsman.  





DOCTOR HARL LAARSBROCKE - doctor


	Before his death the Marquis had sent word to the capital requesting a good doctor attend his wife in childbirth.  Clearly the doctor has arrived.  Even though he is Dutch, Doctor Laarsbrocke is immaculately dressed and very well spoken.  His every gesture inspires confidence in his medical skills - he is such a precise and clever man and it is reassuring to have him around.  He  is a distinguished looking man - reserved and pious. 





MOTHER HOPI - midwife


	The village midwife and a mysterious foreigner, even though she has lived in the village for about twenty years.  She is wise in the ways of herbs and simples and tends to all the women in the area when they are to give birth.  Before his death, the Marquis de Montpezat had sent for a doctor to tend his young wife.  Despite this, and the recent arrival of Doctor Laarsbrocke, Mother Hopi has apparently taken up residence at the de Montpezat estates to care for Prudence and oversee the birth.  Since there was real fear of her husband's tragic death hastening Prudence's childbirth no-one has denied the midwife, but with the doctor here now, that may change. She is, after all, only a peasant woman.





FATHER ARMAND - local priest


	The young priest is not a local, he was trained in a seminary in Paris and comes from a good family in Brittany.  He has been priest here for only eight months, coming after the death of old Father Jean-Luc at the age of eighty seven.  He has brought a good many new city ways with him, such as visiting ladies for scripture classes.  Still, at least his sermons are more exciting than Father Jean-Luc's were towards the end.  





LORD MINCE - Cardinal's Blade  


	This Blade is dashing and mysterious since he wears a mask at all times.  He has hinted that the reason for this is so as not to upset his family but many rumours have circulated including the suspicion that he is actually a lawless rogue who robs from the rich and fails to give to the poor.  Or perhaps he is really the King, using the disguise of being a Cardinal's Blade to observe his subjects.  There must be some dark secret behind the mask.








ERROL RATHBONE - Cardinal's Blade


	A Blade of dubious repute, Errol is rumoured to be debauched and unscrupulous. He is of English origin. There are some who say he was once a pirate on the Barbary Coast and many who wonder why such a man works for the Church.  He is, however, very dashing and debonair and he has a sort of wicked charm.  He is only twenty five, but he has led a full life and a hard one and his eyes are a little hard and sometimes cruel as a result.





ETTIENNE BOSSUET - lawyer


	A serious, young man Ettienne is clearly destined for greatness.  He is a lawyer in the employ of the Catholic Church, who has been sent along to resolve any problems with the inheritance of the de Montpezat estates. He is not a priest, although he seems to behave like one.      








�
FATHER ARMAND





CHARACTER DESCRIPTION 


The young priest is not a local, he was trained in a seminary in Paris and comes from a good family in Brittany.  He has been priest here for only two years, coming after the death of old Father Jean-Luc at the age of eighty seven.  He has brought a good many new city ways with him, such as visiting ladies for Scripture classes.  Still, at least his sermons are more exciting than Father Jean-Luc's were towards the end.  





HISTORY :


	Unknown to anyone in the town of Foucault, Father Armands whole background is a lie. Although he completed his term in a Roman Catholic seminary and has actually been invested, his family was not noble at all but poor peasants. However he enjoys embroidering his past and it is soon going to reach the proportions of an epic. 


	He long ago renounced his vows and has become a hedge-row  leader of the coven of Satanists - however his actual experience of the occult is about as convincing as his family history.  It is however a great way to justify lots of wanton debauchery and still get respect for it at the same time. His latest convert is Blanche the wife of the Marquis  who he seduced into joining his little coven. Lately however there have been rumours of the growth in power of the inquisition and the Father has been trying to tone down the covens activities.


	A couple of nights ago when Father Armand was coming back from the witches Sabbat he noticed a heavy breathing coming from behind a shed - not one to miss an opportunity he investigated this and too his horror saw a large wolf with its snout covered in blood lying exhausted in the hay behind the shed. He was about to run in terror when the wolf looked straight at him and in the early breaking of the dawns light, the Father swore the eyes that stared plaintively into his were human - he then ran like hell before the wolf changed its mind about looking placid.








PERSONALITY :- 


	You decided that the most important things in life are to enjoy yourself, but not having much money you have used a cunning cover to get yourself respect in the community and have got yourself into a position of power with the wives of some of the local nobility - this provides money, good food and great sex - the trick is not to get caught However as noone else here seems to know the first thing about magic anyway you feel you can keep the charade up for quite some time.


	Your latest convert to your cause however seems to be a little distant of late and you are worried she may be having second thoughts about selling her soul to Satan - you hope Blanche doesn't betray you to the inquisition or the other authorities.


	You cannot explain the vision of the wolf - you are not sure if it was a real wolf or a supernatural message or warning - you feel you may be in over your head on this one.








OBJECTIVES :


	1. Keep your secrets safe, as burning at the stake for witchcraft or decapitation for adultery or stoning for breaking your vows does not appeal.


	2. Find out what the wolf meant


	3. Try to charm as many people as possible to gain potential sources of funding and good dining.
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MARQUIS PHILLIPPE d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - neighbour  


	The fabulously wealthy lord of the neighbouring Marque to the de Montpezat estates.  He is respected because of his wealth, but not trusted or liked.  He is seen as a ruthless man, driven by his desire for wealth.  He has no respect for anyone else, especially not his family and it is common gossip that the marriage is not a happy one. Since he treats his relatives as chattels, this is hardly surprising. 





BLANCHE d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - Phillippe's wife  


	As the long suffering wife of the Marquis, Blanche is considered a figure of tragedy.  She is devoted to her family and to the Church and is well respected by all.  Her health has been failing her recently and she is not often seen in public, except to attend Church.





MATHIEU d'TRARIEUX-BOURGET - Phillippe's son  


	A young and idealistic man, Mathieu has often been criticised in public by his father for being so impractical and foolish with money.  He has told everyone of how he longs for the excitement of the King's Court and he would no doubt be popular there - being young, charming and handsome.





'FLEUR' GRENCHEN VON STIMPFSTEIGL - Phillippe's ward


	This young woman recently arrived at the Marquis's chalet from her home in Austria.  Despite her terrible Germanic accent she appears to be quite charming and no-one is quite sure why she is the Marquis's ward.  One would think that a ward would cause expenses, so although rumour has it that 'Fleur', (Grenchen is such an ugly name), is the Marquis's cousin, his motives are unclear. 
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CLAUDETTE de CHALONS - Lady in Waiting to Prudence


	The youngest daughter of the deChalons family and Guillaume's sister. The family had lost all its land after the death of their father and there were many rumours just over a year ago that the Marquis Louis de Montpezat was going to marry Claudette and thus save the family from its poverty. These rumours stopped when he married the English lady, Prudence Brumfield. Claudette was hired instead as a lady-in-waiting to the new Marquise, which surprised the local gossips.





CORNELIUS LOCKE - English Royalist  


	An outspoken, dashing and cavalier supporter of the English royal family.  The recent beheading of King Charles by the supporters of the self styled "Lord Protector" of England, Oliver Cromwell, has thrown the nobility of England into disarray and many have fled to France. Cornelius has told tales of the heroic escape of some members of the royal family, but he has said nothing as to the fate of the heir, or indeed, now, the King, Charles II.  The Royalists have caused quite a sensation at the court of King Louis XIII and the mystery that surrounds Cornelius's presence at the de Montpezat estates has only added to his romantic charm. Cornelius epitomises the "cavaliers" who have remained loyal to the King of England -he is well dressed, charming, witty, hedonistic yet brave and a brilliant swordsman.  
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