PCE1030 Roleplay

Ferret Furore

Scott Beattie
This is a scenario I have used for a few years in discussion of law reform and the way in which different interest groups contribute.   It is based on gun law reform but I shifted the emphasis to ferret control in order to depoliticise the debate and stop students getting sidetracked (as they were in the original).  BTW the news headlines were put on the OHP at regular intervals in order to shift the ground of debate.  Otherwise, hopefully self explanatory.
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The pacific island nation of  Monica is facing a period of turmoil.  The popularly-elected government has been racked with scandal and there are rebels hiding out in hills waiting for any excuse for a military coup.

The latest trial for the government comes from the rural sector.  Farmers are claiming that the native ferret (Bitus Malevolentus) is running in plague proportions and is driving their sheep off the land.  They are seeking a culling of the ferrets and want the government to ban or at least restrict domestic ownership of the animals.  Most of Monica’s economy depends on agriculture, particularly wool.

The Monicans are proud people and cherish their heritage.  Legends say that the Portuguese explorer DiChirico who discovered the island was befriended by the native ferrets who brought him food.  He later became the patron saint of the Monica Reformist Church. Many locals see ferret ownership as an expression of their individuality and belief in personal freedom.  The constitution includes a clause which gives every citizen the right to enjoy their national heritage.  It may be argued that this protects, to some extent, the rights of ferret owners.

The issues include:

Level of regulation:   At one end of the scale ferrets may be banned outright. At the other, citizens hold an absolute freedom of ownership, unfettered by government regulation.  A compromise position may be some kind of licensing system.
Type of Regulation

Should domestic ferrets be desexed?  Or perhaps only male or female ferrets could be owned. How many should someone be able to keep?  Can they be kept in urban areas?  If there is a license, is there a fee?
The Interest Groups:

The Government - The elected lawmakers

The Department of Agriculture and Animals - The department responsible for implementing law and policy.

The High Court - The guardians of the constitution and interpreters of laws

FFABT (Ferrets for a Better Tomorrow) - A pro-ferret lobby group

The Anti-Ferret Army Coalition - A paramilitary group opposed to ferrets in any form

The Government

The Government is facing a crisis of confidence.  The Agriculture minister has been accused of unspecified scandals in his personal life.  The ferret issue seems to be a trivial one on the surface, but it strikes deep chords in the nation consciousness.   The rebels are waiting for any sign of weakness to strike. This group’s aim is to maintain control over the nation, acting decisively as leaders.  The only problem is deciding what to be decisive about...

Prime Minister

You are nervous at the best of times and you are terrified of the rebels. You want to show a strong government front, whatever the decision.  You are firm on mortality, particularly as you have an Minister for Agriculture and Animals who has been rumoured to have been taking the latter part of his portfolio a little too personally (and intimately...).   Actually you are corrupt as they come, your department buys supplies through a family company at grossly inflated rates.  You just have to bluster loud enough so that no-one suspects you.

The Government

The Government is facing a crisis of confidence.  The Agriculture minister has been accused of unspecified scandals in his personal life.  The ferret issue seems to be a trivial one on the surface, but it strikes deep chords in the nation consciousness.   The rebels are waiting for any sign of weakness to strike. This group’s aim is to maintain control over the nation, acting decisively as leaders.  The only problem is deciding what to be decisive about...

Minister of Agriculture and Animals

Your department is really in the firing line here.  You are responsible both to the farmers and the ferret owners.  Any type of regulation will have to be done by your department.  You are worried that the prime minister is throwing you to the wolves on this issue.  You are already in trouble over the ‘personal scandal’ issue.  Actually, you started the rumours yourself to prevent reporters getting onto the real story of how you take bribes from pastoral companies in order to give them advantageous leases.  A moral scandal you can weather but corruption is a bigger problem.

The Government

The Government is facing a crisis of confidence.  The Agriculture minister has been accused of unspecified scandals in his personal life.  The ferret issue seems to be a trivial one on the surface, but it strikes deep chords in the nation consciousness.   The rebels are waiting for any sign of weakness to strike. This group’s aim is to maintain control over the nation, acting decisively as leaders.  The only problem is deciding what to be decisive about...

Health Minister

You are vindictive and seek to get your cabinet colleagues in as much trouble as possible.  One day you want to be PM and you are willing to plot, scheme and betray your way to the job - all the time keeping up a friendly and supportive facade.  Actually, deep down you are a closet ferret fancier and would like to see the little fellows protected, but you will not let this get in the way of progress.

The Government

The Government is facing a crisis of confidence.  The Agriculture minister has been accused of unspecified scandals in his personal life.  The ferret issue seems to be a trivial one on the surface, but it strikes deep chords in the nation consciousness.   The rebels are waiting for any sign of weakness to strike. This group’s aim is to maintain control over the nation, acting decisively as leaders.  The only problem is deciding what to be decisive about...

Treasurer

The government is running out of money.  This is a big problem, but you don’t want to draw everyone else’s attention to it, in case they blame you.  A fee-paying ferret licensing scheme could help you out.

The Department of Agriculture and Animals

This department is caught in the crossfire.  Its responsibilities cover both the farmer’s interests and the ferret owners.  The department also realises that it is likely to be scapegoated if something backfires. Therefore everyone is trying to avert a crisis before it happens.  This group’s objective is to plan a scheme of implementation and enforcement, following the lead of government.

Senior Ministerial Adviser to the Department of Agriculture and Animals

Politicians come and go but the civil service is for life.  You are dedicated to preserving the interests of your department.  You report to the minister who is only technically in charge of the department.  Ministers cannot possibly know the expertise it requires to manage this kind of administration, so you have to treat them gently like backward children.

The Department of Agriculture and Animals

This department is caught in the crossfire.  Its responsibilities cover both the farmer’s interests and the ferret owners.  The department also realises that it is likely to be scapegoated if something backfires. Therefore everyone is trying to avert a crisis before it happens.  This group’s objective is to plan a scheme of implementation and enforcement, following the lead of government.

Head of the Department of Inspection

You are in charge of the inspectors who check for feral, prohibited or licensed animals.  You are terribly inefficient and, as a result paranoid about corruption which runs rampant through your department.  You are too lazy to clear up the mess, so you like to create as much bureaucracy and paperwork as possible so that no-one can ever understand what is supposed to be happening, let alone check up for corruption.

The Department of Agriculture and Animals

This department is caught in the crossfire.  Its responsibilities cover both the farmer’s interests and the ferret owners.  The department also realises that it is likely to be scapegoated if something backfires. Therefore everyone is trying to avert a crisis before it happens.  This group’s objective is to plan a scheme of implementation and enforcement, following the lead of government.

Senior Animal Inspector

You are the most experienced animal inspector in the field.  You are not the union representative, but you see yourself in a similar role. You want to protect your team from the sinister manipulations of the bureaucracy.  If they are threatening to give you all more work, you demand that there be accommodations made.  In addition, you know that inspectors get kick-backs in the course of doing their job.  You would never approve of this per se, but you know it is the only way many of them make ends meet.  More licensing means more ‘creative  enterprise solutions’.

The Department of Agriculture and Animals

This department is caught in the crossfire.  Its responsibilities cover both the farmer’s interests and the ferret owners.  The department also realises that it is likely to be scapegoated if something backfires. Therefore everyone is trying to avert a crisis before it happens.  This group’s objective is to plan a scheme of implementation and enforcement, following the lead of government.

Senior Administrator of the Department of Agriculture and Animals

Your fancy title basically means that you are the book-keeper for the department.  You are concerned with counting the beans and making sure that everything adds up.  You seek to ensure that any scheme of regulation will be funded properly (ie the department makes a profit out of it).  It is the day of the ‘user pays’ scheme and you don’t do favours for nothing.

The High Court

The High Court is the custodian of the constitution and the ultimate body for determining the validity of laws of the parliament.  The contentious sections of the Monican Constitution (1876) reads as follows:

s26 - Every man (sic) has the right to enjoy his national heritage and to pursue his culture without the interference of government

s44 - No section of this Constitution should be read granting rights which interfere with or harm the rights of another man (sic)

This group’s role is to interpret legal documents and advise government on constitutional issues.

Chief Justice White

You are neutral on the ferret issue.  What concerns you is the prestige of the High Court.  You don’t want the court to be seen getting its hands grubby, dabbling in politics.  On the other hand you see the court as a force for insuring  the stability of the nation.  You believe the court should change with the times, or at least stay no more than 10 years behind the times.

The High Court

The High Court is the custodian of the constitution and the ultimate body for determining the validity of laws of the parliament.  The contentious sections of the Monican Constitution (1876) reads as follows:

s26 - Every man (sic) has the right to enjoy his national heritage and to pursue his culture without the interference of government

s44 - No section of this Constitution should be read granting rights which interfere with or harm the rights of another man (sic)

This group’s role is to interpret legal documents and advise government on constitutional issues.

Justice Pink

You are a bit of a ferret fancier and you don’t mind who knows.  Ferrets are a part of Monican national heritage and you are willing to adopt a flexible, ‘purposive’ interpretation of any laws which benefit the furry little fellows.  You believe that there are rights implied in the constitution and the right to own ferrets may be one of them.

The High Court

The High Court is the custodian of the constitution and the ultimate body for determining the validity of laws of the parliament.  The contentious sections of the Monican Constitution (1876) reads as follows:

s26 - Every man (sic) has the right to enjoy his national heritage and to pursue his culture without the interference of government

s44 - No section of this Constitution should be read granting rights which interfere with or harm the rights of another man (sic)

This group’s role is to interpret legal documents and advise government on constitutional issues.

Justice Blonde

You don’t like ferrets.  They smell and have nasty dispositions.  You would never admit to this kind of prejudice but you will obstinately read any legislation in the worst possible light for ferrets.

The High Court

The High Court is the custodian of the constitution and the ultimate body for determining the validity of laws of the parliament.  The contentious sections of the Monican Constitution (1876) reads as follows:

s26 - Every man (sic) has the right to enjoy his national heritage and to pursue his culture without the interference of government

s44 - No section of this Constitution should be read granting rights which interfere with or harm the rights of another man (sic)

This group’s role is to interpret legal documents and advise government on constitutional issues.

Justice Blue

You are a ‘black letter’ lawyer.  You are obsessed with the plain meaning of a piece of text and will interpret legislation with a pedantic eye for detail.  You will interpret words according to their strict dictionary definition, regardless of how  ridiculous this may be in the circumstances.

Ferrets for A Better Tomorrow

The FFABT is a citizen’s lobby group which espouses the virtues of the fun-loving furry chum known as the ferret.  The organisation believes in pluralism, that change comes with the government recognition of the rights of interest groups.  FFABT resists government moves into the private domain of ferret ownership and provides a voice who stand up against such tyranny.  They are not, however, extremists and prefer peaceful democratic protest, condemning the violence of the guerilla rebels.  This group’s objective is to plan their lobby action.

FFABT Chair

You are a fluffy, inoffensive new ager who wishes that everyone would just meditate more and fight less.  You see the ferret as a primal totem of wisdom and a great gift from Mother Earth.  You believe that all ferrets should be free and you a prepared to use the constitution to guarantee their rights.   You have met Justice Pink of the High Court before (at a nature weekend) and you believe that he is pro-ferret.

Ferrets for A Better Tomorrow

The FFABT is a citizen’s lobby group which espouses the virtues of the fun-loving furry chum known as the ferret.  The organisation believes in pluralism, that change comes with the government recognition of the rights of interest groups.  FFABT resists government moves into the private domain of ferret ownership and provides a voice who stand up against such tyranny.  They are not, however, extremists and prefer peaceful democratic protest, condemning the violence of the guerilla rebels.  This group’s objective is to plan their lobby action.

FFABT Environmental Committee Facilitator

You are a committed environmentalist who believes that ferrets should be made protected species in special habitats.  You think that it is demeaning and paternalistic to keep ferrets as pets, it is just cruelty to animals.  You believe ferrets should run free in their own environments.

Ferrets for A Better Tomorrow

The FFABT is a citizen’s lobby group which espouses the virtues of the fun-loving furry chum known as the ferret.  The organisation believes in pluralism, that change comes with the government recognition of the rights of interest groups.  FFABT resists government moves into the private domain of ferret ownership and provides a voice who stand up against such tyranny.  They are not, however, extremists and prefer peaceful democratic protest, condemning the violence of the guerilla rebels.  This group’s objective is to plan their lobby action.

FFABT Secretary

You like to think of yourself as a realist.  You know that it is inevitable that the government will regulate ferrets in some way or another.   It is futile to fight against this.  Besides, there are some people who just shouldn’t be allowed to keep ferrets.

You can envisage some kind of management/regulatory scheme, perhaps involving a license.  There will probably be some kind of administrative fee, but you don’t want to see the Government lining its pockets from this.  Besides, you know that some of the government inspectors are regularly on the take.  You want to make sure that they do their job in an accountable manner.

Ferrets for A Better Tomorrow

The FFABT is a citizen’s lobby group which espouses the virtues of the fun-loving furry chum known as the ferret.  The organisation believes in pluralism, that change comes with the government recognition of the rights of interest groups.  FFABT resists government moves into the private domain of ferret ownership and provides a voice who stand up against such tyranny.  They are not, however, extremists and prefer peaceful democratic protest, condemning the violence of the guerilla rebels.  This group’s objective is to plan their lobby action.

FFABT Special Executive Member

You are a pro-Marxist agitator with contacts in the rebels, although you would not admit this to other FFABT members.  You managed to weasel your way into a ‘special executive’ membership just so you could corrupt the institution from inside.  The Government is looking shaky at the moment, the Prime Minister has had his department buy stationery at an inflated price from his own companies.  Once this scandal breaks, the ferret issue will be the least of his woes.  For the moment you want to lobby pro-ferret freedom in order to embarrass the government and undermine faith in it.

Anti-Ferret Army Coalition

A group of paranoid militant anti-ferret subversives who use codenames and meet wearing balaclavas to protect their identities.  They have sympathy for the rebels hiding out in the hills, but are more arm-chair spectators than guerilla material themselves.  They do propound survivalist methods and have plenty of tins of braised steak & onions waiting in the cellar for ‘the big one’.  The Coalition prefer peaceful and anonymous tactics - letter writing campaigns, agitation of other conservative groups and bomb threats (not actual bombs).  You all believe that the person with the loudest voice gets heard the most often. This group’s objective is to plan the lobby and propaganda process - make the government sweat.

Codename Abel

You are the unofficial commander of this little company of steel eyed soldiers of fortune.  You have a particular vendetta against ferrets.  You were mauled by one as a child, your right hand little finger still bears the disfiguring scars.  Sure you were provoking the little bugger at the time, but there is no excuse for them.  Ferrets are a genetic cesspool and must be exterminated.

Anti-Ferret Army Coalition

A group of paranoid militant anti-ferret subversives who use codenames and meet wearing balaclavas to protect their identities.  They have sympathy for the rebels hiding out in the hills, but are more arm-chair spectators than guerilla material themselves.  They do propound survivalist methods and have plenty of tins of braised steak & onions waiting in the cellar for ‘the big one’.  The Coalition prefer peaceful and anonymous tactics - letter writing campaigns, agitation of other conservative groups and bomb threats (not actual bombs).  You all believe that the person with the loudest voice gets heard the most often. This group’s objective is to plan the lobby and propaganda process - make the government sweat.

Codename Baker

While the Coalition has no official leadership, you like to think that the others respect you and follow your orders.  You are a ‘Nimby’ (Not in My Back Yard).  You have nothing personal against ferrets, but you dislike their smell which drives down property values.  As a fairly wealthy owner of flats and units you don’t want to see the hoi-polloi letting ferrets infest your buildings.  Sensible regulation is the way to go.

Anti-Ferret Army Coalition

A group of paranoid militant anti-ferret subversives who use codenames and meet wearing balaclavas to protect their identities.  They have sympathy for the rebels hiding out in the hills, but are more arm-chair spectators than guerilla material themselves.  They do propound survivalist methods and have plenty of tins of braised steak & onions waiting in the cellar for ‘the big one’.  The Coalition prefer peaceful and anonymous tactics - letter writing campaigns, agitation of other conservative groups and bomb threats (not actual bombs).  You all believe that the person with the loudest voice gets heard the most often. This group’s objective is to plan the lobby and propaganda process - make the government sweat.

Codename Charlie

Everyone knows that you are the brains of this outfit.  You are a professional agitator for the new right.  You want to stir up stupid yokel grassroots conservative groups  (such as this one) with anti-government sentiment. You have met Justice Blonde of the High Court at a CWA Anti-Pornography Scone fundraiser and he was complaining of how nasty and smelly ferrets were.  Perhaps he is a good contact.

Anti-Ferret Army Coalition

A group of paranoid militant anti-ferret subversives who use codenames and meet wearing balaclavas to protect their identities.  They have sympathy for the rebels hiding out in the hills, but are more arm-chair spectators than guerilla material themselves.  They do propound survivalist methods and have plenty of tins of braised steak & onions waiting in the cellar for ‘the big one’.  The Coalition prefer peaceful and anonymous tactics - letter writing campaigns, agitation of other conservative groups and bomb threats (not actual bombs).  You all believe that the person with the loudest voice gets heard the most often. This group’s objective is to plan the lobby and propaganda process - make the government sweat.

Codename Dougal

You distrust power and authority in all forms.  That’s why the coalition has no leadership.  Everyone is equal.  However as one of the original founders, you have experience to share with the younger members of the troops.  You are a deeply religious member of the Monica Reformist Church  which reveres the explored DiChirico as a saint and the ferret as a blessed animal.  You are concerned that this ‘worship’ of the ferret is idolatrous and sacrilegious.  You do not believe that the furry fiends have any part to play in Monican national heritage.

1. 

The Monica Daily News

Ferret overbreeding problem reaches plague proportions

2. 

The Monica Daily News

New study shows trained ferrets aid the disabled and the elderly. 

3. 

The Monica Daily News

Are our ferrets feral? Historian claims that ferrets were introduced by DiChirico, not tamed by him.
4. 

The Monica Daily News

Ferrets save farms. Mutated rabbit plague driven off by enraged ferrets

5. 

The Monica Daily News

Savage ferret mauls small child.

6. 

The Monica Daily News

Cancer cure in ferret urine. Scientists astonished!

